
 

GRADUATE GENERAL DIRECTIONS 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2017 

BURNS WELLNESS COMMONS, REIF GYMNASIUM 
ARRIVAL TIME:  11:00 a.m. 

Click here for a short demo                                                                                                Click here to view the walking pattern 
 
BEFORE 
Brunch.  Brunch will be served in Somers Lounge from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.; graduates eat free of charge. All other guests may 
partake in brunch for $14/each (5 and under eat for free). Please note: your arrival time for commencement is 11:00 a.m. 

There will be no rehearsal before the ceremony. 
Dress Code.  Cap is correctly worn PERFECTLY FLAT with the tassel at the front right side. The correct length for an academic gown is 
approximately eight inches from the floor. Dark shoes are preferable. Correct academic garb recommends skirts for women rather than slacks 
or long dresses. No corsages or other decorations should be worn on academic gowns. Please leave valuable items with your guests. 
Arrival.  Please plan to arrive in the Burns Wellness Commons (lower level track) no later than 11:00 a.m. Upon arrival, proceed to 
the student check-in table located on the lower level track to pick up your color coded line up ticket. Our marching order lists are color 
coded: Doctoral (red), Master (green), Webster Scholars & Bachelor of Arts (blue), and Bachelor of Science (yellow). Put your 
marching order number on the ticket and proceed to the same color coded section of the track for line up. Please keep this card visible 
to assist in lining up. Volunteers will be on hand to get students in alphabetical order. Please robe immediately; the procession will begin 
to move with bagpipes at 11:45 am. 

ENTERING 
The Procession Marshals will lead graduate students in the procession and direct you to your seats. Do not leave any seats empty. 

DURING 
Baccalaureate Students.  Graduates will be instructed to RISE together first when Dr. Geary comes to the podium to confer upon you the 
degree. When she finishes, Dr. Geary will instruct you to move your tassel to the left side. The first row of graduates will move to the stage; 
all others be seated. You will be handed your name card. Go to the ramp on the right. Proceed up the ramp, then step forward and give your 
name card to the Dean at the podium. Proceed across the stage as your name is announced, forward to receive your diploma cover from Dr. 
Geary. A professional photographer, from Lifetouch photography, will take your picture as you receive your diploma. Proceed toward the 
left stairway, where Christopher Dolan, Board of Trustees Chair, will extend to you the congratulations on behalf of the Board of Trustees. 
After that, go down the ramp, where two members of the Alumni Association will present you with your Alumni Association pin. Once 
you receive your pin, continue to walk along the far wall (follow floor plan) to return to your seat. 
Master Students.  After the last Bachelor graduate walks across the stage, all master students RISE together when instructed as Dr. Geary 
confers upon you the degree. When she finishes, move your tassel to the left side. The first row of graduates will move to the stage (all others 
be seated) and follow the same instructions for the Bachelor graduates. 
Doctoral Students.  The Doctor of Nursing (DNP) and Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) graduates will follow the same instructions except 
that they will be hooded (on-stage) by a hood marshal before moving forward to give the hood marshal their name card. DNP graduates will 
be instructed to stand first and receive their hood and diploma, followed by the DPT graduates. 

LEAVING 
Marching Order.  The procession leaves in reverse order - platform party first followed by the trustees, faculty, and students last. 
Remain seated until the last faculty members have walked through. All graduates rise at the same time. Please exit the arena by the same way 
you entered, beginning with the first row followed by the second and etc. You will exit out the same door back to the Burns Wellness 
Commons. A recommendation is to let family know before the ceremony where to meet at this time. 

AFTER 
Alumni Reception.  A reception will follow the ceremony in Storm’s Den. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZvmUuXLZSE
http://resources.css.edu/staffairs/commencement/stageset.pdf
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