
LBJ’s War on Poverty (1964). “The cause [of poverty] may lie 

deeper in our failure to give our fellow citizens a fair chance to 

develop their own capacities, in a lack of education and 

training, in a lack of medical care and housing, in a lack of 

decent communities in which to live and bring up their children.”

Authorization and appropriations from U.S. Congress. The 

Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, Higher Education Act of 

1965, and subsequent HEA Amendments.

TRIO – that means three, right? The name was coined in 1968 to 

describe the first three programs. Now there are eight programs 

– but the name stuck! 

I am first! The TRIO programs were the first national college 

access and success programs to address the serious social and 

cultural barriers to education in America.

MISSION AND HISTORY PATHWAY OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Letter from CSS TRIO Alumna, July 31, 2017 (excerpted)

I am the middle child of five. My father was bipolar, an alcoholic, and 

abusive in every way. My mother divorced him when I was 12 and 

supported five children with her job at Wal-Mart. I was the only child in 

my family to graduate high school and the first in my immediate and 

extended family to attend college

While in college, I faced numerous obstacles: a death of an infant 

niece, my younger sister's meth use, my older sister's attempted suicide 

and mental illness, and caring for my nephew…The final obstacle that 

almost made me give up was becoming pregnant prior to my final 

semester, but my fear of letting down all the TRIO staff that had helped 

me over the years forced me to push myself through.

McNair, Student Support Services, and my Upward Bound advisors 

were my only support system through my teenage and young adult 

years. They were the only people that were invested in my success 

and seemed to be the only people that truly cared for me.

I am 32 years old and I am a successful and contributing member of 

society. I work in an academic library and I own a home and rental 

property. I have a Master’s degree in Library Science and currently am 

enrolled in a Master’s in Business Administration program. My siblings, 

who were not involved in TRIO, were eventually able to earn their 

GEDs, but only one is employed…I shudder to think about where I 

would be if I had not been able to participate in TRIO.

NETWORKS AND PARTNERSHIPS

Cultivating Hope and Addressing Inequalities Increasing Educational Access and Success 
from Middle School to Graduate School

Inclusive Excellence Programs 
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education

Extending the Reach of CSS Across Local and National Communities

CSS TRIO Program Established
(CSS)

Students 

(Annual)

Target Population (TRIO Eligible)

Talent Search 1998 564 Middle and high school students from six regional target schools

Upward Bound 1992 79 High school student from five regional target schools

Upward Bound Math/Science 1995 59 High school students from eight regional schools

Student Support Services 1993 175 CSS undergraduate students (first year to Bachelor’s degree completion) 

McNair Scholars 1995 28 CSS, FDLTCC, and LSC undergraduate students interested in doctoral study

Professional conferences attended by CSS TRIO 

staff including MN TRIO, McNair Promising 

Practices Institute, ASACCU, and TRIO Priority 

Trainings, 

Local businesses partnering with TRIO students, 

such as Maurices and Minnesota Power

Local high school students that attended the 

Northern Minnesota TRIO Day at CSS. 

Undergraduate and graduate institutions visited by 

TRIO students, such as the University of Notre 

Dame, the University of Chicago, American 

University, and the University of California-Berkeley.

TRIO postcards and letters of support hand-

delivered to Senator Al Franken by TRIO students. 

Examples from 2016-2017 Academic Year


