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Purpose

Programming and Services

Where are our students from?

Who do we serve?

International Student Life-Cycle with OIP

OIP consists of two programs - International Student Services (students 
coming to the U.S. from abroad to study) and Study Abroad (students 
going from the U.S. to study abroad) – short or long term. 

International Student Services advocates for and serves the needs of 
international students at St. Scholastica.

• We offer support and advice to students in their adjustment to the 
College and life in the United States.

• We direct international students through immigration regulations, 
paperwork and processes and advise them on how to maintain their legal 
status in the United States.

• We offer social and informational programming to serve international 
students, the college campus, and the local community.

Our goal is to assist students and remove barriers so that they can focus 
on their education and fulfill their goals for life beyond college.

An international student is defined as an individual enrolled 
at the College of St. Scholastica or has graduated and is on 
immigration-approved “practical training”, who has self-
identified as being neither a U.S. citizen nor a Permanent 

Resident. Included are students who are here in an 
educational immigration status (such as F-1 and J-1).

OIP strives to advocate for, support and advise students 
through social, informational and legal (regulations) 

programming. This includes orientation, workshops and 
presentations to aid adjustment to the U.S. and college life. 

Programming focuses on students’ greatest needs and 
concerns, which are assessed at student check-in meetings. 

This data is then tracked by OIP and used for planning 
purposes.

Examples of services and programming;
• One-on-one ‘advising’ check-in meetings with students, 

once per semester (twice the first semester for new 
students).

• Workshop on employment regulations and securing 
summer research or internship positions.

• Graduate school application workshop.
• International Alumni panel discussions.
• Assistance with procurement of social security, state ID’s 

and drivers licenses.
• Trainings on racism, microagressions and stereotypes and 

how to deal with these as an international student. 
• Regular trips to local services (e.g. grocery store, mall etc.) 

during winter months.
• Social and cultural activities over school breaks. 

Challenges faced by International Students

"Every choice OIP made to 
welcome and help integrate 
international students was 

intentional, from the topics at 
orientation to the places we would 

visit around town." 
Zhara Davies, Indonesia ‘16

Top countries in descending order
Canada, United Kingdom, Ethiopia, Colombia, Zimbabwe, 

Poland, Ukraine, Spain, Tanzania 

Accept - Upon acceptance and after a deposit is 
paid OIP provides immigration documents to apply 
for F-1 student visa and pre-arrival information.

Arrive in U.S. – Before semester starts for 
International Student Orientation hosted by OIP

Maintain status in U.S. - Student is in full-time 
study and works with OIP to stay in legal status for 
this duration. 

Post-graduation - Planning for after graduation is 
complex and requires much lead time and 
consultation with OIP staff

Continue stay or depart the U.S. – Consider work 
permission options, graduate school, apply for 
change of status to another visa type or go home. 

Apply - Students work with Admissions to apply to 
the college. OIP provides immigration advice as 
needed. 
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Freshmen Sophomores Jnrs/Snrs

Key Stressors for International Students 
Spring 2017

Academic Success

Finances

Finding Work

Housing Placement/Roommates

Immigration concerns

These are averages, a score of three or higher indicates 
that this is a ‘daily’ or consistent concern. 


