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The U.S.-Mexican border is obviously relevant to the four American border states (California, 

Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas), but the experience of living on or near the border can be hard to 

grasp for residents of the other forty-six states. How can we teach K-12 students about border life as 

part of the overall American experience? Fortunately, there are easily-available sources that can 

provide a look at border life in the 1930s and early 1940s through the eyes of rural school students. 

Coyote School News is the fictional story of Ramón Ernesto (Monchi) Ramírez’s experiences as a 

fourth-grader in a rural school south of Tucson, Arizona. Its author, Joan Sandin, was inspired by the 

stories in the Little Cowpuncher, a real school newspaper, whose issues are preserved at the University 

of Arizona Library’s Special Collections. Through Sandin’s efforts to promote greater accessibility to 

the Little Cowpuncher, the library was able to assemble a team which produced digital versions of the 
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newspaper to be posted online.
1
 The book alone can be used at the elementary level to teach about 

border life. Middle school students can read the book and compare it to the Little Cowpuncher to gain 

experience using primary sources in the study of history. 

The narrator of Coyote School News, Monchi Ramírez, is a Mexican American boy whose 

family owns a ranch where they have lived since before the United States took possession of southern 

Arizona in 1854. In a line that will doubtless enlighten many Anglo Americans on the origins of some 

Mexican Americans, he says “my great-grandfather was an Americano, not because he crossed the line, 

but because the line crossed him.”
2
 Monchi describes how every morning, the school bus driven by his 

uncle travels miles of dirt roads to pick up the Mexican American and Anglo children from several 

working ranches and one dude ranch to take them to the one-room Coyote School, located on the 

Coyote Ranch, the home of another Mexican American family. He tells about the Anglo teacher, Miss 

Byers, and how much the students like to produce their mimeographed newspaper, the Coyote News.
3
 

Sandin’s book includes a full-page copy of each edition of the newspaper, printed in the characteristic 

purple ink used by mimeographs. Elementary school students will enjoy reading the stories written by 

the children and seeing their drawings in these copies. The book’s general text is also broken up with 

realistic color paintings of the students, and this will also attract young readers. In Monchi’s further 

adventures, he breaks his wrist, gets a cast put on his arm in Tucson, and has to stay in town with an 

aunt. Sandin uses this incident to show how a rural child enjoys the attractions offered by city life, such 

as a motion picture show and ice cream. Even so, Monchi is saddened to miss the semiannual roundup 

that all of the ranch kids look forward to.
4
 

                                                             
1 “Little Cowpuncher: Project History,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/history.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
2 Joan Sandin, Coyote School News (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2003), 8. 
3 Ibid., 10-12. 
4 Ibid., 16-18. 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/history.htm
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Miss Byers organizes parties for Halloween and Christmas. Anglo aspects of these holidays 

appear in Monchi’s general text: Halloween involves costumes, jack-o’-lanterns, bobbing for apples, 

and marshmallow toasts, and Christmas includes a tree and a visit from Santa Claus (Monchi’s uncle in 

disguise). Monchi’s big sister Natalia (an eighth-grader) even gets her Christmas wish of a permanent 

wave from a Tucson salon. Alongside the familiar Anglo American holiday practices, the book presents 

plenty of information on how Mexican Americans celebrate these holidays.
5
 In the November issue of 

the newspaper, one student writes about cultural practices for the Day of the Dead (el Día de los 

Muertos, November 2), when Mexican Americans take offerings to the cemetery and pray for the souls 

of their dead relatives. In the December issue, students write about a fiesta for Nochebuena (Christmas 

Eve) and how Miss Byers had her students carve a Nacimiento (Nativity scene) from bars of soap. 

Another student writes: “For Mexican people it is funny that they call him Santa Claus because in 

Spanish santa, it means a girl saint.”
6
 Monchi’s description of the Nochebuena party includes the 

preparation of traditional foods (tamales, menudo, and tortillas) and the making and breaking of a 

piñata. In a demonstration of the nearness of the border and the maintenance of family ties across the 

border, Monchi’s cousins from Sonora attend.
7
 

In February, Miss Byers organizes the students’ participation in Tucson’s annual Rodeo Parade. 

In the parade, the children ride in a wagon dressed in full cowboy costumes—which no one but the 

Anglo son of the dude ranch owner normally does. The boys sing cowboy songs (rancheras) in 

Spanish, while the girls, fulfilling a traditional gender role, demonstrate the cooking of tortillas and 

frijoles con queso. In the next issue of their newspaper, the children write about all of their great 

experiences at the Rodeo, including winning a prize for Best County School.
8
 

                                                             
5 Ibid., 19-25. 
6 Ibid. 24. 
7 Ibid., 26-27. 
8 Ibid., 28-32. 
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Among further events, Monchi writes a letter he had long been thinking about to President 

Roosevelt, asking to improve the local roads, which he signs “Your true friend, Ramón Ramírez, U.S. 

citizen,” the only indication that Mexican Americans might need to prove their citizenship to Anglo 

authorities. The kids lose a baseball game against another school, but are soon caught up in the 

excitement of the next roundup. Several pages of text and one issue of the newspaper are devoted to the 

roundup, which incidentally causes Monchi to lose his perfect attendance record. Nevertheless, Miss 

Byers makes Monchi very happy by giving him the Coyote News Writing Award: a silver dollar that he 

uses to adorn his belt buckle. His sister Natalia and another student also graduate from the school.
9
 

Throughout Coyote School News, Sandin depicts a happily integrated population, the majority 

Mexican American, and all more or less socioeconomic equals. Their families all own their own 

ranches, and only two families (one Anglo, one Mexican American) are obviously poor and need the 

State Supplemental Food Program to help their children reach a healthy weight. Everyone, including 

Miss Byers, is comfortable with inserting Spanish words, phrases, and whole sentences in the middle of 

their spoken and written English, and Sandin includes a helpful glossary of Spanish words at the end. 

Miss Byers’ attitude toward Spanish is best expressed in the following quote: “When Gilbert was 

writing his story for Coyote News, Victor told on him for writing in Spanish. But Miss Byers did not 

get mad at Gilbert. She smiled at him! And then she said Spanish is a beautiful language that people 

around here have been speaking for hundreds of years, and that we should be proud we can speak it 

too!”
10

 For any elementary school instructor who wants to teach respect for cultural and linguistic 

diversity, and about Mexican American culture and history as well as ranch life in an earlier time, 

Coyote School News is an ideal choice.  

                                                             
9 Ibid., 33-43. 
10 Ibid., 14. 
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After reading the charming and exciting account of Monchi’s experiences in Coyote School 

News, anyone from the middle school level and above will appreciate the primary sources which 

inspired Sandin to write the book. The Little Cowpuncher newspaper was the creation of teacher 

Eulalia Bourne, a remarkable Texas-born woman who carved out an independent life in southern 

Arizona as schoolteacher and rancher, and who was Sandin’s model for Miss Byers. In the years the 

Little Cowpuncher was published, from 1932 to 1943, Bourne worked at five different rural schools, 

one of which (the Baboquivari School) changed location three times.
11

 So many stories in the Little 

Cowpuncher have parallels in Coyote School News that I cannot deal with them all. Instead, I will 

concentrate on certain themes that become evident after reading all of the Little Cowpuncher editions. 

The website warns that the issues of the Little Cowpuncher “reflect the moral and ethnic 

viewpoints of their time and may not be considered appropriate for use in a modern elementary school 

setting.”
12

 In reality, such inappropriate viewpoints are extremely rare. In two of the earliest issues 

(from 1932), Mexican American girls from the second and fifth grades use the term “nigger” to refer to 

African Americans.
13

 Teachers can simply avoid discussion of this racial pejorative by not using these 

two editions, or else they can explain the term and why it is inappropriate. They might also ask students 

to reflect from whom the students likely learned the term and why their teacher thought there was 

nothing wrong in publishing it in a school newspaper. The only other potentially offensive term appears 

with the U.S. entry into World War II, when there are several references to the Japanese as “Japs.”
14

 

                                                             
11 “Little Cowpuncher: Rural School Newspaper of Southern Arizona,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/; “Little 

Cowpuncher: The Area History,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/history.htm; “Little Cowpuncher: The Teacher,” 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/teacher.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
12 “Little Cowpuncher: Rural School Newspaper of Southern Arizona,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/. Accessed 

May 19, 2013. 
13 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/010/index.htm and 
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/017/index.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
14 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/401/index.htm and 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1943.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/history.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/teacher.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/010/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/017/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/401/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1943.htm
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Again, a teacher could avoid using editions with this term or explain why it was considered appropriate 

in the context of the times. 

Beyond the rare and obvious appearance of such racial epithets for African Americans and 

Japanese, teachers can ask students to explore the more important relationship (for this region) between 

Anglo Americans and Mexican Americans. Were these relations as harmonious and respectful as 

portrayed in Coyote School News? For the most part, there is no obvious conflict between the groups, 

but a careful reading of the Little Cowpuncher reveals how much race and class overlapped in southern 

Arizona—much more so than in Coyote School News. Positions of authority were dominated by 

Anglos: teachers, school clerks, county school superintendents, representatives of the State Board of 

Education, the organizers of the Rodeo and Rodeo Parade, newspaper reporters and editors, hotel 

owners, ranch owners, guests at a dude ranch, and almost all school board members.
15

 It is mainly in 

the border town of Sasabe that we find Mexican Americans in important roles: one school board 

member and the major merchant in town, both women.
16

 A teacher could elicit this information by 

asking students to identify all the adults by full name and occupation. Although many southern 

Arizonans are bicultural and last name does not always reflect a single ethnic identity, for pedagogical 

purposes Mexican Americans can usually be identified by Spanish surnames and Anglo Americans by 

non-Spanish (mostly English) surnames. 

                                                             
15 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/095/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/103/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/135/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/143/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/235/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/287/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/313/index.htm, and 
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/343/index.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
16 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/010/index.htm and 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/017/index.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/095/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/103/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/135/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/143/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/235/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/287/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/313/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/343/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/010/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/017/index.htm
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Some Mexican Americans did own rural property, and one student wrote about a visit to his 

family’s ranch.
17

 However, the largest ranches were all owned by Anglos, and the social dominance of 

these Anglo ranchers comes across in many ways in the Little Cowpuncher. All of the schools except 

the one in the town of Sasabe were located on privately owned ranches. Redington School’s board of 

trustees included two Anglo men who were partners in the Carlink Ranch, and a Mexican American 

man who was the school bus driver and repairman; all of them had children or stepchildren in the 

school.
18

 The Baboquivari School operated on some of the 500,000 acres of ranchland controlled by 

Howell Manning, Sr., who employed Mexican American cowboys. The father of the Mexican 

American Aros children, who figure prominently in the Little Cowpuncher, had worked at other 

ranches before working for Manning, and the Anglo rancher moved the Aroses around on his properties 

and eventually fired the father. Manning even forced the school to move from its Pozo Nuevo Ranch 

site because the children’s noise and games frightened his stock. Most of the other Mexican American 

students were children of cowboy fathers dependent on Anglo ranch owners.
19

 

As in Coyote School News, the Little Cowpuncher schoolchildren use mostly English peppered 

with occasional Spanish words, phrases, and sentences, the majority related to ranch life in some way. 

A few stories in the newspaper were translated from Spanish by students. Bourne had a minor in 

Spanish from the University of Arizona and did not completely ban Spanish (even though required to 

by Arizona law), but she taught and published in English, prided herself on the progress of her Mexican 

                                                             
17 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm. 

Accessed May 19, 2013. 
18 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/077/index.htmAccessed May 

19, 2013. 
19 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/001/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/057/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/089/index.htm, 
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/167/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/203/index.htm, and 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/077/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/001/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/057/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/089/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/167/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/203/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm
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American students in learning English, and considered her schools to be producing “young citizens.”
20

 

She had her students sing in Spanish in performances for Anglo tourists at the La Osa Guest Ranch 

near Sasabe and at the Santa Rita Hotel and the Rodeo in Tucson.
21

 Although Bourne showed respect 

for diversity in allowing students to use Spanish in these ways, one is left with the impression that she 

used Spanish to provide local color for the newspaper’s many out-of-state subscribers and for the 

tourists who came to Tucson and La Osa. 

As in Coyote School News, elements of Anglo and Mexican American culture seem to blend 

seamlessly in the Little Cowpuncher. Bourne frequently held Halloween parties at her schools with 

jack-o’-lanterns, bobbing for apples, and toasting marshmallows. The newspapers mention Santa Claus, 

Christmas trees, and mistletoe in their December issues. Although the Day of the Dead is nowhere to 

be found in the Little Cowpuncher, one edition mentions a vigil (velorio) on Christmas Eve night, 

enchiladas on Christmas day, and tamales on New Years’ Day.
22

 In another issue, a cow’s head is 

barbecued by being buried with hot coals.
23

 These are all festival foods; the typical foods are described 

as beans (sometimes frijoles con queso), salsa, and tortillas, and only occasionally meat, and the girls 

did indeed demonstrate cooking tortillas and beans at one Rodeo Parade.
24

 There are stories of a herbal 

curer who told fortunes and Spanish folktales.
25

 Mexican American culture is visible in the guitar and 

accordion music played at parties, and in the students’ vaquero (cowboy) songs sung in both English 

                                                             
20 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/135/index.htm and 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/251/index.htm; “Little Cowpuncher: The Teacher,” 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/teacher.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
21 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/313/index.htm and 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/325/index.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
22 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/027/index.htm. Accessed May 

19, 2013. 
23

 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/089/index.htm. Accessed May 

19, 2013. 
24 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/119/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/127/index.htm, and 
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/151/index.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
25 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/057/index.htm. Accessed May 

19, 2013. 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/135/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/251/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/teacher.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/313/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/325/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/027/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/089/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/119/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/127/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/151/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/057/index.htm
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and Spanish.
26

 Yet Anglo culture is also apparent in the Armistice Day Parade, the frequent baseball 

games (with a Mexican American coach), a 4-H Club, a Valentine’s Day party, and a donkey named 

“Wimpy.”
27

 In one telling, though easily overlooked drawing, a girl is depicted wearing a dress 

adorned with the Mexican national symbol, an eagle holding a snake in its mouth.
28

 

As expected, cattle work and cowboy culture are represented abundantly in the Little 

Cowpuncher. The roundup (corrida) was as important as Coyote School News leads us to believe; one 

student was out of school for two weeks to participate and another dreams of one day joining in. Most 

kids found it exciting and all of them liked horses.
29

 The students led authentic ranching lives. Arturo 

Aros wrote, “We live on real cattle ranches, even our teacher. Many of us can ride, and some of us are 

pretty good ropers, and all of us can sing vaquero songs,”
30

 while his sister Ysidra said, “We are just 

rancheros. We live in Ranches and we have lots of cattle in our ranches. Our fathers are cowboys…We 

wear overolls [sic] and we eat ‘beanses’ and tortillas and meat if we have some.”
31

 Children from 

various schools marched in the Rodeo Parade in several years and once won a trophy. Apart from an 

                                                             
26 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/001/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/027/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/103/index.htm, and 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
27 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/010/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/203/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/219/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/251/index.htm, 
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/261/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/377/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/353/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/361/index.htm, and  

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
28 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/245/index.htm. Accessed May 

19, 2013. 
29 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/001/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/089/index.htm, 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/187/index.htm, and 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/195/index.htm. Accessed May 19, 2013. 
30 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/103/index.htm. Accessed May 
19, 2013. 
31 “Little Cowpuncher: The Newspapers,” http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/151/index.htm. Accessed May 

19, 2013. 

http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/001/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/027/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/103/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/010/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/203/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/219/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/251/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/261/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/377/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/353/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/361/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/azstar/azstar1939.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/245/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/001/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/089/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/187/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/195/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/103/index.htm
http://cowpuncher.library.arizona.edu/newspaper/151/index.htm
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eastern Anglo boy who stayed at the La Osa dude ranch, they normally did not dress in stereotypical 

cowboy clothes. The only occasions that they did were for the Rodeo Parade, the Armistice Day 

parade, and a school play called “Christmas in a Cow Camp.”
32

 By dressing as cowboys on these 

public occasions, by including drawings of cowboys in cowboy clothes in their newspaper, and by 

making pottery statues of kids in cowboy costume to sell, the children put on an image of the 

Southwest for tourists and out-of-state subscribers, probably at the direction of Bourne in a strategy 

similar to her use of Spanish. The Rodeo and Rodeo Parade were similar displays of the Southwest as 

outsiders believed it to be, and were only invented by Anglo promoters in 1925, shortly before the 

Little Cowpuncher began.
33

 

Readers of these school newspapers will come away with a more realistic idea of what life as a 

Southwestern cowboy meant: working as a landowner’s employee, building and mending fences, 

pumping water, wishing for rain in a drought, expressing hatred for snakes and rats, or being thrown by 

a horse.
34

 And although ranching entails raising animals so they can ultimately be killed, the ranch 

children frequently express their love for animals and plants and distress at their suffering in the pages 

of the Little Cowpuncher.
35

 Although life in the countryside had its attractions, the benefits of a visit to 
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a real city like Tucson are a recurring theme in these newspapers. Students wrote about the Rodeo, the 

county fair, the Armistice Day parade, the observatory telescope, and the State Museum, about visiting 

relatives and friends, the dentist, and the shoemaker, about going to the picture shows, and about 

getting ice cream, candy, soda, and a permanent wave.
36

 Arturo Aros called a visit to Tucson “very 

educational to people like us who never get to see anything very much.”
37

 

A teacher might also ask students to look for evidence of gender roles in the Little Cowpuncher. 

The real cowboys and the ones depicted in drawings were all male, and boys played at being cowboys. 

One girl wrote about “work that a little girl can do,” which was all housework.
38

 When Ysidra Aros 

wrote about ranch life, she wrote about preparing food, water, and firewood, and watching younger 

kids, and said she preferred ranch life to city life. Her brother Arturo disagreed and emphasized the 

hard physical labor of building fences, shoeing horses, and starting pumps. He also saw it fit to 

complain about Ysidra’s cooking and her late suppers.
39

 Eulalia Bourne broke the gender rules in ways 

that few other women in southern Arizona did, and her students took note that she was a rancher and 
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dressed “like a cow-woman.”
40

 In other areas, males and females could participate more equally; both 

girls and boys worked on the newspaper and played baseball, and both women and men could be 

teachers and bus drivers.
41

 Yet on nature walks, a female student called a rat she saw “she,” while a 

male student called a rabbit “he,” and a poem about what little girls and boys want was highly 

gendered.
42

 

Although all of these rural schools were near the border, only Sasabe School was on the border, 

and its students provide some remarkable information about life on an international boundary. In years 

of drought in Sonora, Americans would buy Mexican cattle cheap and import them in “cattle crossings” 

so that they could fatten them up and sell them for beef at a profit. The newspapers provide testimony 

to these crossings, where the new owners purposely deprived the cattle of food and water to pay less of 

the per-pound import duty, and where dirt-covered vaqueros could be seen driving them.
43

 Some of the 

students of Sasabe School lived on the Mexican side of the border and wrote with authority on their 

experiences. When World War II broke out, María Dolores Serrano wrote about how rationing hurt 

Mexican citizens who bought goods on the United States side of the line, since they could not get ration 

books. There was no good transportation to the rest of Mexico, and the drought meant there was no 
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milk, meat, or vegetables. Serrano poignantly stated, “It looks like the people of Sasabe, Sonora will go 

hungry. And I’m one of them.”
44

 

Much more could be gleaned from the Little Cowpuncher, especially on the local effects of 

World War II as seen in the final editions. For someone who wants to delve even deeper into the 

history of the rural schools of southern Arizona, there are further sources. Eulalia Bourne wrote several 

books about her life.
45

 Several websites have collected photographs from the schools where she taught, 

and Joan Sandin and others have collected and posted oral history interviews with former students and 

with a friend of Bourne’s.
46

 All of these additional sources could be used in conjunction with the Little 

Cowpuncher newspapers at the high school level. High school teachers could also use elements of the 

Little Cowpuncher to lead to broader discussions of race and prejudice with the issue of racial 

pejoratives, cultural appropriations through Bourne’s use of her students to present a stereotyped vision 

of the Southwest, or economic relations up to and including NAFTA by looking at the inequalities 

evident in cross-border trade. But between Coyote School News and the Little Cowpuncher, there is 

plenty of material for the elementary and middle school levels. The former presents the story of 

southern Arizona schoolchildren in an attractive format and celebrates diversity, highly desirable in the 

age of multiculturalism. The latter presents students with an actual primary source for history and 

invites deeper analysis. Diversity is there, though not necessarily celebrated. Before assigning these 

readings, a middle school teacher will have to prepare questions ahead of time, and I have tried to 

suggest some themes which a teacher could make use of. Thanks to the efforts of Eulalia Bourne and 
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 Eulalia Bourne, Woman in Levi’s (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1978), Nine Months Is a Year at Baboquivari 

School (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1968), and Ranch Schoolteacher (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1974). 
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Joan Sandin, students and teachers throughout the United States have an excellent opportunity to 

understand life on the U.S.-Mexican border as seen by the children who lived there. 


