
Preparing to Head “Back to the U.S. of A. “ 

 

It feels surreal that I am nearing the end of my two-month stay in St. Petersburg. 

While I have been enchanted by the city, and have greatly enjoyed the experience overall, 

I have noticed myself  “checking out” over the past week. At this point, I am ready to 

come home, as I feel the need to resume “reality” (family, work, college), and I am 

extremely anxious to rediscover the conveniences and commodities that…well, let’s just 

say Russia made me realize how much I used to take them for granted.  

At the same time, it feels bittersweet to draw an end to my amazing summer in 

this fascinating nation, and I realize how much I will miss it when I return to America.  

Therefore, in order to best balance these conflicting emotions, I decided to create a table 

highlighting some of the pros/cons of St. Petersburg and “da Nordland”:  

 

Reasons I Have Missed Minnesota Reasons I Will Miss St. Petersburg 

 

 Fast, reliable Internet  

 Washing/ drying machines  

 Higher frequency of smiling in 

public places, and the overall 

general attitude of “Minnesota 

niceness”  

 The rugged natural beauty (trees, 

Lake Superior, etc.)  

 Less bureaucracy (and in turn much 

greater efficiency)    

 Microwaves and refrigerators 

           - A balanced diet in general, as I 

have essentially subsisted on coffee, 

honey cookies, and various 

unrefrigerated foodstuffs during my 

stay here 

 Renewed self-esteem about my 

appearance, due to the lazier 

dressing/ make-up habits of 

American women compared to their 

Russian counter-parts  

 Driving in conditions where I will 

be significantly less likely to be 

seriously injured or killed  

 

 

 

 The immersion in Russian 

language, 

 The countless cultural and historical 

institutions (galleries, museums, 

etc.)  

 The typical Russian’s love of 

literature (many Russians seem to 

be extremely cultured, well-read 

individuals, and I have seen Kindles 

and books on the buses and metro 

ALL THE TIME- much more than 

what I would expect in the USA).  

 The quick and efficient metro 

system  

 The wonderful community of 

friends and acquaintances, from 

Russia and from all over the world  

 The mind-boggling beauty of St. 

Petersburg (the colorful places, the 

onion dome churches, the blue 

Neva, the countless monuments, 

etc.)  

 Teremok: the blini-centered 

“Russian McDonald’s”  

 “Canadian tuxedos” (denim on 

denim) is totally o.k. here.   

 The herds of Russian sailors and 

soldiers I often encounter on my 

way to the university  

 

 



 

 

I hope that by making this table (no matter how silly some of the points are), I 

will be most able to fairly access my impressions of Minnesota and St. Petersburg. I want 

to veer away from over-romanticizing either place, at the risk of developing home-

sickness (or vacation-sickness?), but nor do I want I paint them in overly-negative lights, 

as I have had mostly positive experiences with both places. Instead, I believe that by 

reminiscing the “good, bad, and the ugly” of Minnesota and St. Petersburg, I will come 

up with the most balanced assessments of each places and what they have to offer.  

 


