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Welcome to a new year of honors education at The College of St. Scholastica, 
and an especially warm welcome to the class of 2019!  We have 46 new students 
enrolled in our three Honors Dignitas sections, taught by Drs. Tom Morgan and 
Randall Poole, and they are a smart and enthusiastic group.   
 
This is my first column as Director of the Honors Program, so I’m feeling rather 
new as well.  Although I have served as the Associate Director of the program for 
the past four years, the directorship involves many additional responsibilities   

and demands.  I’m so grateful for the two previous directors, Drs. Tammy Ostrander and Debra Schroeder, who 
established such a successful program and cultivated its growth over the past 17 years, and I’m also grateful for the 
continued work of our program coordinator Ms. Mary Lee, whose skill and energy make everything run smoothly.    
 
One significant change in the Honors Program this fall is the loss of the Associate Director position.  To fulfill some of 
the work formerly assigned to that position, we are forming a new Honors Council to be comprised of honors faculty 
members and students.  Currently, five members of the honors faculty have volunteered to serve on this council, and 
we will be filling two student seats in the upcoming months as well.  This group will offer counsel on administration of 
the program, assistance with recruiting prospective students, assistance with program assessment, and leadership at 
Honors events, among other duties.  I’m confident that despite the program’s loss of administrative hours, this new 
structure will offer capable and effective leadership for the program.  We have a faculty that cares tremendously 
about students’ intellectual growth and preparedness for responsible living and that offers their expertise and time in 
all sorts of ways.  Together, we will create new and exciting opportunities for the honors community. 
 
Some of those opportunities already in the works include the upcoming Peace & Justice lecture series and our fall co-
curricular event, “Honors at the Zinema.”  Read on in this newsletter for more details about the lectures as well as for 
the course descriptions of Spring 2016 Honors Courses.  As always, you are welcome to stop by my office on the 
fourth floor of Tower Hall with any questions. 
 
Have a wonderful year! 
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Homecoming Honors Reception 
October 3, 2015 

 
Continuing an annual tradition, Honors students, families, alumni, and 
faculty members gathered in the Mitchell foyer for a reception during 
Homecoming weekend.  This event has become as much an opportunity 
to welcome first-year students to the program as to welcome back alum-
ni, and we had an unusually large turnout this year with over 80 people 
present. 
 
Dr. Larry Goodwin, President of the College, and two Vice Presidents—Dr. 
Beth Domholdt and Mr. Steve Lyons—were in attendance as well as eight 
Honors faculty members.  After the faculty members introduced them-
selves and  some of the courses that they offer in the Honors Program, everyone enjoyed the morning of conversation and 
food. 

Peace and Justice Lecture Series 2015-16 
Is Violence ‘Inevitable’? 

 
Human history is replete with blood and gore from the genocides of the Old Testament and the crucifixions in the New to the 
slaughter that continues to capture our attention in various guises throughout the world, to domestic abuse and exploitation 
that seems to occur everywhere. 
 
Is violence inevitable?  Will our capacity to make increasingly sophisticated weapons end badly for the human race? 

 
The Alworth Center for the Study of Peace and Justice at The College of St. Scholastica is sponsoring five 
lectures this year that explore the question of violence in the human condition.  Each talk is followed by 
a Q & A session in which audience members can be part of the discussion.  Two of the lectures will be 
offered this semester. 
 
First up is John Horgan, a science writer who argues that, biologically speaking, we 
are just as likely to be peaceful as violent, that war is our own creation and that 
we have the power to find better ways to deal with our differences. He speaks this 
Monday, October 12. 
 

He will be followed by Adrian Raine, a neuropsychologist who presents a strong case for the biological 
basis for much of the violence in today's world.  He speaks on November 5.  
 
Both lectures will be held in the Mitchell Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.  No charge. 

 

Community Day 2015 
Honors Gardening Crew 

 
Seven Honors students and three faculty members 
volunteered their time on Community Day this fall, 
clearing and readying CSS gardens for the cold season 
under the expert guidance of Sister Mary Josephine 
Torberg.  Maggie Beasley, Amanda Dornhecker, Lydia 
Grommish, Caitlin McMorrow, Daniela Ortiz, Celine 
Provost, Kylie Richter, and Jenny Taray joined Honors 
faculty members Debra Schroeder, Todd White, and 
Suzanne Yunis for a crisp, sunny morning of gardening.  
Thank you, Honors Gardening Crew! 
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Faculty Accomplishments 

Dr. William Campbell had three entries published in the edited volume, Feasting on the 
Gospels, wrote an entry on "Witness" for the forthcoming Oxford Dictionary of the Bible and 
Theology, and presented two papers at the annual Society of Biblical Literature meeting: "Mark and 
the Movies: Making Sense of the Bible" and "Paul's Judaism and the Jesus Movement."   

Dr.Randall Poole published a book review: Sergius Bulgakov, Unfading Light: Contemplations and 
Speculations, translated and edited by Thomas Allan Smith (2012), Toronto Journal of Theology, vol. 
31, no. 1 (Spring 2015), pp. 147-149. 
 
In September 2015 he spoke on topics in Russian religious philosophy at the Sixth Biennial 
Conference of the Association for the Study of Eastern Christian History and Culture (ASEC), in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
 
In April 2015 he delivered a paper, “Ivan Kireevsky and the Creation of Russian Religious 
Philosophy,” at a Harvard University Symposium on Rereading Russian Intellectual History. 
Best of all, in March 2015 he delivered a public lecture, “The True Meaning of Humanism,” for the 
Alworth Center for the Study of Peace and Justice 2014-2015 Lecture Series, Is Religion a Force for 
Good or Ill?, College of St. Scholastica. 

In May, Dr. Tom Zelman was a featured speaker at the Connemara Mussels Festival in Renvyle, 
County Galway.  On the occasion of W. B. Yeats' 150th birthday, he delivered a paper on "Yeats 
and Magic."  

Dr. William Hodapp completed his stint as a US-UK Fulbright Scholar at Durham University in May, 
where he delivered a public lecture based on his archival research entitled “James I of 
Scotland’s Kingis Quair in Linguistic and Manuscript Contexts.” The Institute for Medieval and Early 
Modern Studies and the Department of English Studies, Durham University, co-sponsored the 
lecture. Bill also drafted a report on undergraduate English teaching based on his work with faculty 
in DU’s Department of English Studies. He has since shared this report with both DU’s Department of 
English Studies and his colleagues here at CSS. On another note: in June, his article “Shakespearean 
Medievalism in Performance: The Second Tetralogy” appeared in volume 29 of the The Year’s Work 
in Medievalism(1-8), an annual peer-reviewed journal sponsored by the International Society for the 
Study of Medievalism.  
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Student Accomplishments 

Tayler Boelk had an exciting summer doing volunteer work, interning with Pearson and von 
Elbe Advertising, and taking her first trip out of the country! Now, she is planning some great 
events with the English & Arts Club and taking on a new leadership role as Business and 
Advertising Manager for The Cable. This semester, Tayler is most excited about collaborating 
with the UMD Writing Club to host “A Night of Writing Dangerously!”  

Justina Brusacoram, Junior, is studying for a BS in Nursing and a BA in Psychology. For her 
scholarly activities outside of coursework, Justina represented St. Scholastica at the 2015 
Upper Midwest Regional Honors Conference in Mankato, MN with her microbiology 
research, Changes in Gene Transcription: Lysogenic and Lytic Infection Cycles of 
Mycobacteriophage Caelakin, completed with Dr. Daniel Westholm as a Ronald. E. McNair 
Scholar. She also was selected to present this research at the 2015 National Conference of 
Undergraduate Research Annual Meeting in Spokane, WA. Currently, Justina works as a 
Research Assistant at the University of Minnesota Duluth studying the inclusion of health 
coaching into existing models of health promotion in college health services with Dr. Amy L. 
Versnik Nowak. She plans to present this research, Health Coaching: A Person  

Daniel DeLestry has greatly enjoyed his time so far at St. Scholastica.  He is a 
member of the Nordic Ski team and is loving the hilly terrain and relatively chilly 
weather in Duluth for training.  He has also recently began playing guitar at 
Catholic college mass on Sunday nights at 6:30.  He says, "It's an extra activity on 
my plate, but I truly enjoy it and have meet some wonderful people through 
church here as well!"    

DyAnna Grondahl is a Pre-med biology major. She is involved heavily in Outdoor Pursuit 
and goes on numerous camping and kayaking trips. She is now training to be a guide for 
the CSS O.P. Program. DyAnna sings alto in Bella Voce, and loves the performing arts. 
Recently she began taking the ballroom dancing classes available each week at the CSS 
and UMD campuses.   

Centered Approach for Healthy Lifestyle Promotion, in a 60 minute session at the 2016 Annual American College 
Health Association Meeting in San Francisco this May. Once completed, she hopes to publish this research in The 
Journal for Health Promotion Practice. 
 
Outside of research, Justina works as a Children’s Advocate at Safe Haven Resource Center and as a Resident 
Assistant at Boulder Ridge. Justina was selected as one of seven 2015-2017 Phillips Family Foundation Scholars in 
Minnesota for her Community Service Project Proposal titled, Duluth Youth Speak. After giving her first TEDx talk, 
Justina felt empowered by the power of public speaking to address social injustice and to encourage healthier 
communities. She plans on spreading this concept through her youth program during the summer of 2016 right here 
in Duluth. Justina also enjoys traveling and this last summer, traveled to Central America where she and 4 other 
volunteers provided dental care to 71 patients in their mobile dental clinic. In her free time, Justina also completed 
her first full marathon with the finish of Grandma’s Marathon last June. She is also an active member in Student 
Senate representing the Class of 2017 and enjoys playing rugby when she can. 
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Student Accomplishments 

Cassidy Measner is currently in her final year at St. Scholastica as a psychology major.  
This past summer, she received the Saints Internship Award and interned at Essentia 
Health with the genetic counselors.  She continued this internship into the academic 
year to fulfill her directed applied project in psychology (DAPP).  Here she has had 
opportunities to shadow the counselors and see various genetic conditions as well as get 
a “behind the scenes” look at the profession.  During the summer, in addition to her 
internship, Cassidy conducted research through the McNair Scholars Program, with the 
genetic counselors at Essentia as her mentors, investigating how the duty to warn is 
used and understood among the National Society of Genetic Counselors members.  This 
research will be published in the McNair Scholars Journal and presented at the McNair 
poster session.  Cassidy is also an SSS tutor, tutoring psychology and biology courses, 
where she was appointed the lead tutor for the program this year.  This winter, Cassidy 
will be applying to graduate school for master’s degree programs in genetic counseling. 

Srijita Kar completed the Washington Semester Program at American University in 
Washington, D.C. in the Spring of 2015. She finished her seminars, an elective course 
with research (presented at the D.C. Chamber of Commerce) and internship over the 
semester. She also secured and successfully completed a summer internship at the DC 
Chamber of Commerce as a Research Assistant  primarily focusing on D.C.'s 
International Business Guide. Now she is a senior, looking forward to graduating in the 
spring and working towards securing a job after graduation.  

Sarah Holicky is involved in many activities around campus. She is involved in Party 
Revolution, Campus Activities Board, Circle K, and the Student Nursing Association. 
Sarah currently takes a yoga sculpt class and a dance cardio class at the Burns Wellness 
Center. She also recently went on a SOAR sea kayaking trip.  

Randi Lovelett, a freshman this year, is a new addition to the Honors Program at the 
College of St. Scholastica. While adjusting to her new home here at Scholastica, she is 
diving right into the action by attending fun campus events, meeting new people, and 
joining clubs. So far, she is a part of the ART club, Women’s Intervarsity, Outdoor 
Pursuit, and The Cable. Although she is only taking one Honors class at the moment, 
Randi looks forward to the opportunities that St. Scholastica and the Honors Program 
has to offer. 
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Upcoming Honors Events 
 
December 3,  5:30 p.m. Social and 6:00 p.m. Dinner, Somers Lounge. Dinner for Honors students and 
faculty to celebrate Webster Scholars. All Honors students and faculty are invited. Webster Scholars may 
invite their families.  Look for the invitation from Ms. Mary Lee! 

Upcoming Presentations: 
Alworth Center for the Study of Peace & Justice Lecture Series: Monday, October 12, 7:30 p.m. in the 
Mitchell Auditorium, “The End of War” with John Horgan. 
 
The Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Form: Wednesday, October 21, 7:30 p.m. in the Mitchell Auditorium, 
Silver Memorial Interfaith Lecture with Bruce Feiler. 
 
Alworth Center for the Study of Peace & Justice Lecture Series: Thursday, November 5, 7:30 p.m. in the 
Mitchell Auditorium, “The Biological Roots of Crime” with Adrian Raine. 
 
Braegelman Catholic Studies Lecture: Thursday, November 19, 7:30 p.m. in the Mitchell Auditorium, 
“Science and Religion—Reflections of a Parochial School Kid” with Dr. Lawrence Mc Gahey. 

Ivy Smith  is Vice President of the Psychology Club for the 2015-16 school year. She is 
an RA (Residential Adviser) for the 3rd Floor of the Scanlon Apartments. In addition to 
the Psychology Club and Residential Life she is the Lead Tutor in the Center for 
Academic Success tutoring Psychology, Sociology, & Statistics. Athletically, Ivy is a 
member of the CSS Women's Hockey Team.  

Hannah Preusser is currently a freshmen at St. Scholastica. She plans on pursuing a 
career in nursing and continue on to be a nurse anesthetist. She was a member of the 
Community Service Orientation and helped out at many locations around Duluth. She 
plans on participating in several different organizations and clubs such as Campus 
Activities Board, Circle K, and Students Today Leaders Forever. She is looking forward 
to the year and all the exciting things it will bring. 

Student Accomplishments 

Laura Orpen is currently enjoying the start to her busy freshman year at  
St. Scholastica. She is involved in performing with Bella Voce, Women's Choir, and 
Concert Band, and may be joining more clubs and activities as the year progresses. 
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Webster Scholar Dinner 
 

Each semester, Honors Program faculty, students, 
parents, and friends celebrate those who are 
graduating as Webster Scholars with a dinner and 
medallion presentation ceremony. The requirements 
to graduate as a Webster Scholar are generally as 
follows: (1) complete 20 credits of Honors 
coursework, 8 of which must be at the 3000 and/or 
4000 level; (2)  earn a B or better in 20 credits of 
Honors courses; and (3) achieve a graduating 
cumulative G.P.A. of 3.50 or above.   
 
In Spring 2015 , Sharmila Ahmed, Sophia Anderson, 
Amy Blakeslee, Laura Blasena, Michelle Dube, Emily 
Fitzsimmons, Zachary Freed, Eric Fryc, Kathleen 
Goerke, Jennifer Hakala, Samantha Hamlin, Samuel 
Hoffman, Krystal Hoheisel, Mykhaylo Ignatenko, 
Kailee Ogden, Andria Sammon, Zolboo Tsogbayar and 
Paul Wojack graduated as Webster Scholars.   
 

Congratulations! 

Sharmila Ahmed & Dr. Deb Schroeder 

Sophia Anderson & Dr. Suzanne Yunis 

Amy Blakeslee  & Mr. Ryan Vine 

Laura Blasena & Sr. Edith Bogue 

Kathleen Goerke & Sr. Edith Bogue 

Michelle Dube  & Dr. Tony Barrett 
Jennifer Hakala  & Dr. Luther Qson 

Emily Fitzsimmons  & Dr. Tammy Ostrander 

Samuel Hoffman & Dr. Tony Barrett 

Krystal Hoheisel & Dr. Tony Barrett 

Andria Sammon & Dr. Tony Barrett 

Zolboo Tsogbayar & Dr. Tom Morgan 

Paul Wojack & Dr. Suzanne Yunis 
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Honors Courses Spring 2016 

HON 1112, Sec. 001, And Dignity for All 
CRN 60251, IDS: Fulfills DGN requirement, 2 credits 
Dr. Thomas Morgan, T 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 1112, Sec. 002, And Dignity for All 
CRN 60252, IDS: Fulfills DGN requirement, 2 credits    
Dr. Thomas Morgan, R 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 1112 Sec. 003, And Dignity for All 
CRN 60814, IDS: Fulfills DGN requirement, 2 credits 
Dr. Randall Poole,  R 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 2405, Sec. 001, The World 
CRN 60414, IDS:  II, VI, VII, IX  
2 credits,  Dr. Anthony Barrett, TR  4:00-4:50 p.m. 
Course Description:  This course aims to give students, largely 
from the Upper Midwest, exposure to and an opportunity to 
analyze current issues from around the globe. Since the text is a 
British publication, it exposes students to foreign perceptions of the 
United States. Students will gain the research skills needed to 
quickly get additional information on events around the world.   
 
HON 3777, Sec. 002/ FIN 3777, Behavioral Economics and Finance 
CRN  61448, IDS: II, IX 
4 credits, Dr. Robert Hoffman, MWF 11:45 a.m. -12:50 p.m. 
Course Description: Behavioral economics and the related field, 
behavioral finance, study the effects of psychological, social, 
cognitive, and emotional factors on the economic decisions of 
individuals and institutions and the consequences for how markets 
function, how biases arise, and whether it is realistic to assume that 
individuals in financial markets behave in a rational manner. 
 
HON 4777, Sec. 001/ENG 4777 Poetry Movements: Practice and 
Theory 
CRN 61320, IDS: IV, XI, 4 credits 
Prof. Ryan Vine, MWF 10:30-11:35 a.m.  
Course Description: Students will study selected movements in 
poetry (both historical and contemporary) and write and workshop 
original poems in the context of each particular movement. We will 
begin with the Modernists and move forward from there, reading 
the Imagists, the Projectivists, the 
Beats, the Confessionalists, the Deep Imagists, the 
L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E poets and Flarfists, to name a few. Throughout 
the semester we will ask this question again and again:  what 
makes a poem a poem?  

 
HON 4777, Sec. 002 Great Ideas: Truth 
CRN 61321, IDS:  IV, IX, 
4 credits, Dr. Thomas Zelman, MWF 2:15-3:20 p.m.  
Course Description:  Daily, we are challenged by strange and hard-
to-believe pieces of information, all making truth-claims.  These 
truths (or “truths”) come to us as propaganda, disinformation, 
photo-shopped images, digital enhancements, bad translations, and 
on and on.  To live in the 21st century is to be wary.  
 
What is truth and where does it come from?  Do we pursue it?  
Discover it?  Construct it?  How is it tied in to language?  Are 
scientific truths and fictional truths essentially different from one 

another? Is the truth whatever I care to believe?  In this upper-level 
Honors Seminar, we will be reading texts--both scientific and 
literary--to explore issues of believability, illusion, authenticity, and 
deception.  Although our focus will be on fictional and scientific 
texts, we will make several side trips into other areas (photography, 
architecture, cinema, and philosophy).  The course materials --
readings, films, photographs -- will come from a variety of historical 
periods; the authors and artists will be an international mix. 
 
HON 4777, Sec. 003 /CTA 4420, Film and Literature 
CRN 61322,  IDS: IV, VIII, 4 credits 
Dr. Tammy Ostrander, MW 3:30-4:30 p.m., T 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Course Description: Film and Literature focuses on how images 
are created to meet the needs and demands of a written text 
compared to a visual and auditory one.  What decisions must a 
filmmaker make to adapt a written text to film form?  How true to 
the original written text must a filmmaker stay for “authentic” 
storytelling in a differing art form?  The course covers both 
literature and film as art forms, not just a narrative structure.  This 
course is appropriate for a general student audience (i.e. not just lit 
majors and film geeks.) 
 
For the spring course, readings will include a wide range of 
narrative forms e.g. short stories ("310 to Yuma"), science fiction 
(World War Z), a graphic novel (History of Violence), young adult 
fiction (Hunger Games), non-fiction (Queen Bees and Wannabees/
Mean Girls), as well as novels (Chocolat and Dolores Claiborne).  
 
 
HON 4885, Sec. 001/HIS 3305, The Holocaust 
CRN 61323, IDS: VII, 4 credits 
Dr. Randall Poole, W 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Course Description:  The Holocaust—the systematic destruction of 
millions of people, mainly Jews but others as well, by the Nazis and 
their collaborators—stands out as the most notorious case of mass 
murder in human history. It epitomizes the human capacity for evil, 
which capacity, in the Holocaust’s dark light, appears to be virtually 
unlimited. The word “genocide” was coined after the Second World 
War to describe that evil and to galvanize efforts (in human rights 
and international law) to contain it. This course explores the history 
of the Holocaust, tracing the rise of the Third Reich, its unleashing 
the Second World War, and its implementation of the “Final 
Solution.” Topics include the history of European anti-Semitism, 
Nazi ideology, the role of “ordinary Germans,” and collaboration, 
resistance, and indifference outside Germany. We shall examine 
the Holocaust as a pan-European event, placing it in the border 
perspective of the history of genocide and comparing it in particular 
to Stalinist mass murder in the Soviet Union. Finally we shall 
consider philosophical and theological questions about the 
meanings of the Holocaust and other forms of radical evil. Readings 
will consist of works of scholarship and witness. 


