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As I reflect on our work together in Honors this year, I’m gratified to see such a 
breadth of learning across disciplines in our classes, and I’m especially gratified to 
see the strong leadership of our upper-class students both in the classroom and in 
representing the program to visitors.  We have tremendous students. 
 

The college’s “Accepted Student Days,” now in their second year, provide one 
significant way in which we can interest prospective students in the  
Honors Program.  On three different days in February and March, the College  
hosts students who have been accepted into St. Scholastica but who may or  
may not have decided to attend next fall.  Honors runs two back-to-back  
information sessions as part of a set of optional morning sessions, and by far the most successful element is the 
contribution by current Honors students who volunteer to share their experiences in the program.  Thank you to  
Katherine LaFleur, Kylie Richter, and Josh Robak for generously agreeing to speak at this year’s sessions alongside 
faculty volunteers.  It has been gratifying to see these bright and articulate students speaking so thoughtfully about the 
benefits of our program and upholding the value of a liberal education for all.  I’m truly proud of them. 
 

We value learning beyond the classroom, too, of course, whether enabled by volunteering, attending lectures on campus, 
or participating in cultural events.  This weekend, a busload of Honors faculty, students, and guests will travel to the 
Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis for our annual “Honors at the Guthrie” event, one of the highlights of the spring semester.  
We will see two one-act comedies, The Critic and The Real Inspector Hound, and enjoy each other’s company.   
 

Two of my goals for next year are to build an even stronger community in Honors by increasing the number of  
co-curricular events and to cultivate new leadership opportunities for students.  Next fall, we will inaugurate an Honors 
Student Association, comprising all current Honors students and led by a new President and Vice-President, to be 
nominated from the current sophomore and junior classes this spring.  We are looking for officers who would be excited to 
plan events to create a stronger community and who would represent the association on the Honors Advisory Council.  
Students, if you have taken a few Honors courses and would like to contribute to the vitality of this new association, then 
consider one of these positions.  You will find a “call for nominations” on the second page of this newsletter. 
 

Also in this newsletter, you will find course descriptions for the 2016-17 Honors Courses and an informative piece about 
opportunities through the McNair Scholars Program by its director, Troy Abfalter.  
 

As always, you are welcomed to stop by my office on the fourth floor of Tower Hall with any questions. 
 

Have a wonderful second half of the semester! 
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Complete Research and Scholarly Activities with McNair 
 

by Troy Abfalter, Director 
McNair Scholars Program 

 

“A community of support for learners devoted to a vigorous life of the mind,” reads a description of the CSS 
Honors program. Analyzing an argument, investigating a question, testing a hypothesis, synthesizing theory with 
data, forming novel conclusions, presenting findings: these are activities of an Honors student, outputs of an 
active mind.  
 
Similarly, the vigorous life of the mind is alive and well in the TRIO McNair Scholars program, which is comprised 
of a community of learners interested in doctoral study. Participants in the McNair program engage in research 
and scholarly activities while preparing for graduate school through seminars and one-on-one advising.  
 
A brief snapshot of current McNair participants reveals Kelli preparing to start a PhD program, Chad presenting at 
the National Conference for Undergraduate Research, Sheila heading off to a paid summer research experience 
at Colorado State University, and Semaj outlining a research project to develop a novel. A cursory review of 
McNair alumni shows Kendra completing a doctoral program in chemistry at the University of Michigan, Travis 
serving as an assistant professor in the English Department at Central Methodist University, and Lyndsey working 
as a medical doctor in Duluth.   
 
Recruitment of new McNair participants is underway with the application process occurring in September. 
Recognizing the persistent inequalities present in our socioeconomic system, the McNair program serves 
students from low-income, first-generation, and underrepresented backgrounds. Within this eligibility criteria, 
students that will be sophomores or juniors in the 2016-2017 academic year are encouraged to apply. Per McNair 
objectives, preference is given to students interested in earning a PhD and students studying in STEM fields. 
However, students from all majors with all graduate degree goals are encouraged to apply.   
 
For more information on the application process, contact McNair@css.edu or visit css.edu/McNair.  

Call for Nominations 
President and Vice-President 
Honors Student Association 

 
Would you or someone you know be interested in a new leadership opportunity?   

We are seeking a President and a Vice-President to inaugurate our Honors Student Association  
and serve through the 2016-17 academic year. 

 
Nominations should be sent to Dr. Stephanie Johnson, Director of the Honors Program  

by March 31, 2016 (sjohnson2@css.edu).  Self-nominations are acceptable. 
You must be a sophomore or junior currently enrolled in the Honors Program to be considered.   

 
The officers will provide leadership for the Honors Student Association.  They will set goals, plan and 

implement community-building events, and assist in promoting the program.  They will also represent 
honors students on the Honors Advisory Council. 

 

Get Involved! 
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Faculty Accomplishments 

Dr. William Hodapp published two book reviews last fall: 1) The Buke of the Howlet, by Richard 
Holland, ed. Ralph Hanna, in The Medieval Review (on 10.24.2015); and 2) The Cambridge 
Companion to Boethius, ed. John Marenbon, in Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Teaching 22 
(2015): 153-9. 
  
In October, he gave a plenary lecture, entitled “Liberal Learning and the Roman Goddess Minerva in 
the Middle Ages: A Case Study in Medieval Classicism,” at the Medieval Association of the 
Midwest’s 31st annual conference held at the Hill Museum and Manuscript Library, Collegeville. At 
the conference, he also participated in a panel discussion on blended medievalist careers.  

Dr. Stephanie Johnson, Associate Professor of English and Director of the Honors Program, 
presented a public lecture entitled “Victorians and the Woman Question” at the Karpeles 
Manuscript Museum in Duluth in November in conjunction with its Dickens exhibit.  She also 
participated in the museum’s live reading of A Christmas Carol in December.  

Dr. Luther Qson (Director) and Dr. Jennifer Maki (Assistant Director), both Honors 
faculty members, wrote a successful grant proposal to the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) with the assistance of co-principal Investigators Jen Rosato and 
Dan Westholm. The NSF Grant # 1458481 provides $609,236 over four years to 
fund scholarships and support activities for qualified science and math majors at 
CSS. 

In October 2015 , Dr. Randall Poole served as an invited faculty discussant for a Princeton University 
graduate student conference on "Philosophy and Literature: In Search of Lost Synergy." 
 
In November 2015, he spoke on two topics, “Literature and Ethics: Tolstoy and Nabokov, Plato and 
Kant” and “Religious Freedom in Late Imperial Russia,” at the National Convention of the 
Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES) in Philadelphia. 
 
He also published a book review: Paul L. Gavrilyuk, Georges Florovsky and the Russian Religious 
Renaissance (2014), in Modern Greek Studies Yearbook: A Publication of Mediterranean, Slavic, and 
Eastern Orthodox Studies (University of Minnesota), vols. 30/31 (2014/2015), pp. 514-517. 

This academic year, Dr. Jennifer Maki was the recipient of the Max H. Lavine Award for Teaching Excellence and led the charge 
for accreditation of the biochemistry major through the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (granted in 
February). She has been awarded a sabbatical for 2016-2017 to work in the research labs at the  
Environmental Protection Agency in Duluth studying endocrine disruptors. 

In November 2015, Dr. Denise Starkey was an invited participant to “Scholars in Action: Addressing 
Violence Against Women and Girls as an Agenda for Theological Education” at The Carter Center in 
Atlanta, GA. 
 
The working group focuses on the shared vision to end violence against women and girls. Scholars in 
Action have a collective goal to support theological education in addressing one of the most pervasive 
global public health and human rights challenges we face. 
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Faculty Accomplishments 

Mr. Ryan Vine has new work forthcoming in Poetry Ireland and the Backwaters Press's twentieth 
anniversary anthology. Last semester, the Minnesota State Arts Board invited him to serve as a grant 
application review panelist and to read his poems at the Loft Literary Center. This semester, the 
English Department of St. Olaf invited him to serve as judge for their annual student writing 
competition and to give a public reading of his work on the St. Olaf campus in April. 

In October, Dr. Thomas Zelman  presented a paper at the Midwest American Conference for Irish 
Studies (Lacrosse, WI), entitled "Yeats and Magic: Fairy Men and Hillside Men."  The following month 
he offered an adaptation of this presentation in a SAL Colloquium, entitled "Yeats and Magic."   Tom 
also played a role in helping to organize the 3rd Annual Lake Superior Summit on Writing, which took 
place on the CSS campus this February.  Off-campus, Tom read 37 books of general non-fiction in 
preparation for serving as a judge for the 2015 Minnesota Book Awards. In January, he met with 2 
other judges at Augsburg College to narrow the field to 4 finalists.  These books, and all other finalist 
nominees, can be found at  
https://thefriends.org/minnesota-book-awards/minnesota-book-awards-winners/. 

Student Accomplishments 

Tayler Boelk is excited to announce that she has been accepted into the McNair Scholars Program. 
As a part of this program, she is currently applying for research opportunities for the summer of 
2016. In addition to her on campus activities, Tayler is celebrating one year of volunteering with 
Mentor Duluth. 

Megan Brennhofer is in her last semester at the College of St. Scholastica. She will graduate as a 
Communication Major with French, History, and Religion Minors and the Honors Designation. 
Megan has been on the Dean's List every semester at Scholastica and she is happy to announce 
that she is on track to graduate Summa Cum Laude in May. Currently, she is deep in the trenches 
of job hunting and looking into careers such as event planning and marketing/communication 
fields.  

Apart from finding a job here, Megan wants to live abroad in France soon. She traveled to Europe 
with Scholastica's London study abroad program this past May and her current goal is to end up 
back in France and get a complete mastering of the language. Around Scholastica Megan can be 
found on Student Senate, working in the Theatre and Student Affairs, and working behind the 
scenes on various CSS theatre productions. Megan is anxiously awaiting the adventures the future 
holds and is so happy with her decision to come to Scholastica. It was the perfect school and she is 
deeply saddened to leave it. She wants to thank all of her teachers for the time they put into 
getting to know her and helping her succeed. Scholastica is a magical place and her time here will 
serve her well in her future endeavors.  

https://thefriends.org/minnesota-book-awards/minnesota-book-awards-winners/
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Student Accomplishments 

Amanda Dornhecker is a sophomore majoring in Exercise Physiology and is Doctor of 
Physical Therapy intended.  She is participating in College of St. Scholastica’s newly formed 
swim club.  Off-campus she spends time volunteering as an experienced equine therapy leader 
at North Country Ride.  When she’s not horsing around or with her nose in a book, she is at 
Grandma’s Restaurant as a top-ranked server/supervisor; if asked, her favorite part of the job 
is making sure Northlanders get their favorite fare. 

Haley Carlson is in Jump Into Science and Pre-Pharmacy Club.  She also works at the Library and enjoys 
her classes as a Biochemistry major.  

DyAnna Grondahl is a freshman Psychology major, considering a double major in English and a 
minor in German. She currently writes for the CSS student newspaper The Cable. DyAnna also works 
at the rock wall and is the Assistant Box Office manager at the CSS theatre. She aspires to be a child 
psychologist and author. She has passion for many activities ranging from baking and the arts to 
kayaking and the outdoors. Over Christmas break, DyAnna spent a week in the Boundary Waters 
winter-camping and dog-sledding through the Voyageur Outward Bound School. DyAnna enjoys 
spending her "spare" time singing and performing as an alto in Bella Voce.  

Sarah Holicky has enjoyed her time at St. Scholastica. She has kept busy with school work 
and she continues to participate in Circle K, Campus Activities Board, and Student Nursing 
Association. She also made the Fall Semester Deans List. This semester Sarah looks forward 
to going to Peru over spring break on a medical service trip.  

Randi Lovelett is excelling in the honors program here at The College of St. Scholastica, finishing 
up her first semester with a 3.9 GPA and a spot on the Dean’s list. In addition, she has also been 
accepted into the School of Business & Technology as a student majoring in Computer Science. She 
is very proud of what she’s doing, especially with her job as a cartoonist for The Cable, and how 
things are going with the organizations she is involved in on campus. Needless to say, Randi has 
accomplished a lot in her first semester here at St. Scholastica, and she’s very excited to see what 
the future has to offer. 
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Emily Lundgren has been busy her senior year at St. Scholastica. Working in the admissions 
office, she is the Campus Representative Coordinator for the campus where she interviews, 
hires, and trains tour guides. This year she has taken the lead in planning a medical mission trip 
to Lima, Peru. She is leading 30 students to Lima over spring break. In Peru, the students will 
shadow and assist doctors caring for patients. Emily has also been involved with track all four 
years. Just recently her and her team won the UMAC Conference Track and Field Championship. 
At this meet, she placed third in the 400 meters, 800 meters, and won the 4x400 meter race. 
Emily is also involved with the a capella choir on campus, Vocal Revolution. With this group, she 
is prepping diligently for their concert April 22.  

Student Accomplishments 

Kayla McClintock is in her final semester of her freshman year. During her first year she 
became involved with many different clubs and activities around campus. She is a part of 
Black Student Union, International Club, Justice  Together, Student Nursing Association, and 
Growing and Loving Servants (GALS). Kayla also has a job as a Lead Student Housekeeper in 
Somers. The honors program has been very interesting and challenging for her this year. She 
is excited to continue and see what it has to offer.  

Trang Nguyen is a graduating senior with a Biology major and pre-dentistry track. She was 
accepted to University of Minnesota School of Dentistry and University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
School of Dental Medicine. She chose to attend University of Nevada, Las Vegas and will begin 
her dental education in September 2016. During her time at St. Scholastica, Trang participated 
in the research of bacteriophages and was one of the two students who represented St. 
Scholastica in the SEA-PHAGES Symposium 2015 sponsored by HHMI. For 2 years at St. 
Scholastica, Trang worked as an Academic Role Model who provided on-site tutor for freshmen 
on campus. Trang was also selected to participate in a summer program at University of 
Minnesota School of Dentistry which strengthened her interest in dentistry and refined her 
psychomotor skill.  

Daniela Ortiz,  in her Freshman year got her first internship with the Duluth Better Ballot 
Campaign.  As a campaign manager of the College of Saint Scholastica, she collected 250 
signatures that supported  Rank Your Vote as a new election system in Duluth.  
 
She is now part of Storm's Advocates- the student wellness center-, where she has planned 
different student events such as the Celebrate Fall Event (56 nights, caramel apples and trail mix, 
Take a Breather (sleeping education program). As well, she has supported other events like the 
Rest and Relaxation event and Caring Carnations, among many others. She's also part of the 
board of members of the International Club as the marketing coordinator. She has planned, 
organized, marketed and executed different club events, such as the Culture Night, the 
International Week and the Black Tie Event. Daniela is also part of the Spring 2015 Dean's List 
and Fall 2015 Dean's List. 
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Student Accomplishments 

Ivy Smith recently completed her senior season on the CSS Women's Hockey team. She is the 
lead tutor in the Tutor Center (CAS) tutoring psychology, sociology, statistics, medical 
terminology, anatomy, physiology, and study skills/habits. Ivy is the Vice President of the 
Psychology Club (PASS) and recently helped organize a volunteer community event at Holy 
Rosary School which was well attended by Psychology students and faculty. Ivy is the Resident 
Adviser in the upper class-men apartments and is currently working with students and faculty to 
raise environmental awareness about recycling which will include a collective display of artwork 
made from recycled materials on Earth Day.  

Lindsy Wayt is a senior English and Photography student with a Psychology minor. This past 
summer, she interned with CHUM Human Services Agency as a Communications and Digital Media 
intern.  She helped update media, write press releases, and coordinate events. Her skills were 
used to help make life easier for those who seek food, shelter, and stability services within the 
Duluth community. Since 2013, Lindsy has worked as a photo lab technician at The College of 
Saint Scholastica. This semester, she is exploring alternative methods in photography including 
pinhole cameras, cyanotype, Van Dyke, gum bichromate, and tintype printing. She is currently 
conducting a research paper on how social media impacts memory on an individual and collective 
scale. Lindsy holds a passion for traveling and capturing stories through written word and 
photographs. She has completed her Honors courses and looks forward to graduation. Her advice 
to Honor students is to make the most out of their time and study abroad if possible. 
 
Recommended Honors Courses: Women & Religion, Visual Culture, Great Ideas: Truth, Poetry 
Movements: Practice and Theory  

Upcoming Honors Events 
 
May 3,  5:30 p.m. Social and 6:00 p.m. Dinner, Somers Lounge. Dinner for Honors students and faculty to 
celebrate Webster Scholars. All Honors students and faculty are invited. Webster Scholars may invite their families.  
Look for the invitation from Ms. Mary Lee! 

Upcoming Presentations 
 
Theologies of Women Lecture:  Thursday, March 31, 7:30 p.m. in the Mitchell Auditorium, Rape Culture, Spiritual 
Violence, and Visions of Healing with Gina Messina-Dysert 
 
Alworth Center for the Study of Peace & Justice Lecture Series: Thursday, April 7, 7:30 p.m. in the Mitchell 
Auditorium,  Crossing Lines, Doing Time with Rosalie Riegle 
 
The Braegelman Program in Catholic Studies Lecture: Thursday, April 27, 7:30 p.m. in the Mitchell Auditorium, 
The Mercy Miracle:  The  Spiritual Roots of Francis’ Papacy. with John Allen Jr. 
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Webster Scholar Dinner 
 

Each semester, Honors Program faculty, students, parents, 
and friends celebrate those who are graduating as Webster 
Scholars with a dinner and medallion presentation 
ceremony. The requirements to graduate as a Webster 
Scholar are generally as follows: (1) complete 20 credits of 
Honors coursework, eight of which must be at the 3000 
and/or 4000 level; (2)  earn a B or better in 20 credits of 
Honors courses; and (3) achieve a graduating cumulative 
G.P.A. of 3.50 or above.   
 
In Fall 2015,  Anne Archambeau, Sonja Bauman, and 
Colleen Dunlap graduated as Webster Scholars.   
 

Congratulations! Sonja Bauman & Dr. Tom Zelman 

Colleen Dunlap & Dr. Denise Starkey 

Anne Archambeau & Dr. Pat Hagen 
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Honors Courses Fall 2016 

HON 1111, Sec. 001: The Responsible Self: Great Ideas,  
CRN 20254  Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN 
requirement, 4 cr.  Dr. Thomas Morgan, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
Utopia, Dystopia and Perfection 
This course will explore the idea of human perfectibility in  
utopian and dystopian literature. We will concentrate on the 
dystopian critics. Some of them have seen that human  
perfectibility is unfeasible or at least difficult in view of the "dark 
side of the human condition." Others have depicted, often 
brilliantly, the dangers of external, coercive approaches to human 
perfectibility. This course will help students approach great books 
(philosophy and fiction) and to think, speak and write critically 
about what they read and hear. 
 
HON 1111, Sec. 002: The Responsible Self: Great Ideas,  
CRN 20255  Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN 
requirement, 4 cr.   Dr. Neal Keye, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
Gender and the Body 
As many feminist scholars have pointed out, the mind/body 
dualism at the heart of modern Western philosophy and culture 
associates men with culture and the life of the mind and women 
with nature and the frailties of the mortal body.  In this course,  
we will explore what it means to think through the body.  Our  
approach will be critical and historical.  We will be reading  
material from a wide range of disciplinary traditions and genres, 
but our focus will be primarily on modern feminist thought, the 
gendered nature of society, critiques of masculinity, gender-based 
violence, and the anthropology of the body. 
 
HON 1111, Sec. 003: The Responsible Self: Great Ideas,  
CRN 20702  Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN 
requirement, 4 cr.  Dr. Randall Poole, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
God or Not? New Debates on Religion and Secularism 
The past ten years or so have witnessed new, highly contentious 
debates over religion and secularism. On the one side is the  
so-called “new atheism,” championed by a series of best-selling 
books such as Richard Dawkins’s The God Delusion. On the other 
side are new works in defense of religion, including Karen 
Armstrong’s The Case for God and Anthony Flew’s There is a God: 
How the World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind. Related 
to but distinct from the issue of the rationality of religious belief is 
the debate over secularism, separation of church and  
state, the place of religion in public life, and whether religion has 
contributed more to violence, war, and terrorism or to peace and 
justice. This course will explore these debates and their relation to 
human dignity. 
 
HON 2777/PJS 2777: Voices of America, CRN 21414 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD01, AD02, 2 cr. 
Dr. Thomas Morgan, TR 9:00-9:50  a.m. 
Seats 10/5 
This course is connected to the 2016-17 Alworth Peace & Justice 
lecture series.  The topic for the series is "Listening to Voices of 
America" and will feature presentations about and from 
traditionally marginalized groups in the United States.  Students  
will read books written by authors who will be presenting their 
perspectives, and they will be given an opportunity to meet and to 
interact with these thinkers when they are on campus.  Additional 
related readings may be required. 

HON 3777/ENG 3777: Infographics, CRN 21425 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD08, 4 cr 
Dr. Pat Hagen, MWF 1:00-2:05 p.m. 
Seats 8/7 
Combining images with text dramatically increases how much your 
audience remembers of what you’ve communicated. Current 
research points out that we are likely to remember a mere 10% of 
text-only information after three days. When a relevant image is 
added, the rate goes up to 65%. So infographics are a valuable 
addition to your communication tool kit in any profession. 
 
In general terms, an infographic is a design that combines data 
visualizations, images, illustrations, and text into a format that tells 
a complete story. In class we’ll discuss general design principles, 
effective chart design, web designs vs print designs, and storytelling 
with data, but the primary emphasis will be on production. 
Individually and in pairs, students will create posters, data 
visualizations, and informative, persuasive, and entertaining 
infographics; class sessions will include lecture, discussion, critique 
and plenty of regular studio time.  
 
HON 3777/ECN 3322: Medieval European Economic History,  
CRN 21416 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD02, AD07, AD11, 4 cr 
Dr. Anthony Barrett, TR 2:00-3:40 p.m. 
Seats: 8/8 
This course focuses on the forces that contributed to the rise of the 
Western capitalistic system from a backwater faced with the threat 
of chronic famine in 900 A.D. to its current position of world 
dominance.  This course highlights the creation of the economic 
and social institutions that make up life and demonstrates the fact 
that the past can serve as a mirror to the present. 
 
HON 3777/TRS 3130: Prophets, CRN 21417 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD04, AD07, AD10, 4 cr 
Dr. Bill Campbell, W 2:15-5:30 p.m. 
Seats: 10/5 
This course examines the phenomenon of prophecy as it emerged 
in the religion of Israel before, during, and after the Assyrian and 
Babylonian exiles.  This course traces the development of the 
prophetic movement and its relationship to religious, social, and 
political institutions as recorded in the Tanakh's prophetic corpus.  
We will take a socio-historical, redactional, and comparative and 
phenomenological approach to the prophetic material, exploring its 
literary and theological dimensions as well as feminist concerns 
lifted up by careful study of its images and characters. 
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Honors Courses Fall 2016 

HON 3777: Media, Memory, and the Cold War, CRN 21418 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD11, 4 cr 
Prof. Edward Smith, MW 3:30-5:10 p.m. 
The Cold War occupied American domestic and foreign policy for 
nearly 50 years and influenced the lives of millions in every 
continent.  It was essentially an ideological struggle between the 
United States and the great Communist powers, the USSR (Russia) 
and China. For Americans born before the '70s, the Cold War was 
very much at the forefront of their collective memory; however, 
the further we get from this event, memory fades and a kind of 
collective memory becomes less active and relegated to books and 
“nostalgia” magazine articles.   
 
This course will examine popular culture representations of the 
Cold War. Students will look through the “mass media lens” at 
major historical events of the Cold War, the impact of Cold War 
politics on everyday life, and the way the Cold War influenced 
generations of Americans.  Film, television, books, magazines and 
other mass media sources will frequently be employed in the 
presentation of this class. 
 
HON 4777/ENG 4440: Shakespeare: Master of Revenge,  
CRN 21419 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS:  AD04, AD11, 4 cr 
Dr. Thomas Zelman, MWF 11:45 a.m. -12:50 p.m. 
Seats: 10/5 
2016 marks the 400th anniversary of William Shakespeare’s death.  
In keeping with the solemnity of the occasion, this course will 
introduce students to some of the darker Shakespearean plays; 
students will read, discuss, and write about comedies, histories, 
and tragedies that include a strong revenge theme.  Our course  
will coincide with several events: 1) the visit of one of 
Shakespeare’s First Folios (1623 edition of collected plays) to 
UMD’s Tweed Museum in October; and 2) a CSS Shakespeare 
Conference.  We will also watch filmed versions of the plays and,  
if possible, attend performances. 
 
Nowadays such television series as House of Cards, Homeland,  
and Game of Thrones hinge on strong revenge themes and draw 
huge numbers of viewers.  Theatre-goers 400 years ago enjoyed 
revenge plots and the accompanying dramatic violence just as 
much.  In Shakespearean drama we will read some remarkable 
plays that explore Elizabeth and Jacobean attitudes towards 
revenge.  What of the Christian requirement, for instance, to be 
patient and leave revenge to God?  Is it justified to seek private 
revenge when denied public justice?  Is seeking revenge itself an 
evil thing to do?  In Shakespeare, we will find a master playwright 
using revenge themes to project national concerns about  
repressive religious traditions, political corruption, and blatant 
injustice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HON 1112, Sec. 001: And Dignity for All: Great Ideas  
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement, 4 cr  
Dr. Thomas Morgan, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 1112, Sec. 002: And Dignity for All:  Great Ideas  
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement, 4 cr 
Dr. Neal Keye, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 1112 Sec. 003: And Dignity for All: Great Ideas  
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement, 4 cr 
Dr. Randall Poole, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 2243/TRS 2243: Women and Religion 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS:  AD01, AD10, 4 cr 
Dr. Denise Starkey, TR 2:00-3:40 p.m.  
Seats: 15/5 
This course emphasizes the work of contemporary women thinkers 
in several disciplines who are exploring various dimensions of the 
question of women’s presence, exclusion and contribution to 
religions of the world. Through historical and comparative study the 
course provides both a critical and a constructive understanding of 
the contributions that women make to religions, as well as the 
influence of religions on the situation of women in the world. We 
will focus particularly on the origins of gender norms, women’s 
lived experiences in indigenous religions, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, as well as critical issues including 
violence against women sanctioned implicitly or explicitly by 
religion, the impact of patriarchy on men, and other contemporary 
issues. The course is organized as a seminar; therefore discussion is 
key and depends upon the engagement and commitment of all 
learners to the course.  
 
HON 2777/PJS 2777: Voices of America 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD01, AD02, IDS, 2 cr. 
Dr. Thomas Morgan, TR 9:00-9:50 a.m.  
Seats 10/5 
This course is connected to the 2016-17 Alworth Peace & Justice 
lecture series.  The topic for the series is "Listening to Voices of 
America" and will feature presentations about and from 
traditionally marginalized groups in the United States.  Students will 
read books written by authors who will be presenting their 
perspectives, and they will be given an opportunity to meet and to 
interact with these thinkers when they are on campus.  Additional 
related readings may be required. 
 
 
 

Honors Courses Spring 2017 
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Honors Courses Spring 2017 

HON 3350: Psychology of Human Sexuality, CRN 61239 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD02, 2 cr (3/20-5/11) 
Dr. Debra Schroeder, TR 10:00-11:40 a.m. 
This course involves reading and discussing psychology literature 
on selected, often controversial, topics in human sexuality. 
Subjects include evolutionary psychology and mate selection,  
love styles and classifications, unlovely feelings such as jealousy, 
correlates of sexual orientation, the church and sexuality, 
contraceptives, resolving unplanned pregnancies, impact of 
pornography on sexual aggression, atypical sexual behavior, 
realities and politics of child sexual abuse and sex therapy. The 
course will emphasize interactions between psychological factors 
and other influences—biological, social, cultural, religious—on  
sexual attitudes and behavior, and the study of sexuality as a 
scientific discipline. 

 
 
HON 3777/ENG 3301: Creative Writing: Poetry 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD11, 4 cr 
Prof. Ryan Vine, Ireland Semester 
Seats: 5/10 
Students will learn to read poems as poets would: as admirers and 
critics and "close readers" who constantly question the techniques 
poets employ to make successful poems successful and how we 
might go about borrowing them (or stealing them, as Eliot would 
prefer). We will then draft our own poems, cultivating our intuitive 
abilities as beginning poets and identifying our weaknesses. This 
cultivation and identification occurs within classroom workshops 
and one-on-one meetings with the instructor. 
 
 
HON 3777/ECN 3777: Applications of Game Theory 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD02, AD05, 4 cr 
Drs. Luther Qson and Robert Hoffman, 
MWF 11:45 a.m.-12:50 p.m., Seats: 8/7 
Game theory is a set of mathematical tools for studying the 
strategic behavior of individuals in both cooperative and non-
cooperative settings. In this course we will learn the principles of 
game theory, show how evolutionary biology has affected our 
understanding of game theory, and apply the principles of game 
theory to a wide variety of fields. This course will use problems to 
develop our understanding of game theory. In many applications  
of game theory, modeling the interaction of individuals can 
become quite complicated. The use of computer simulations has 
allowed researchers to model complex strategic interactions, and 
we will, in this course, use computer simulation models to help us 
solve various problems. This course will appeal to students 
interested in economics, political science, psychology, biology, 
computer science—in general, anyone wanting to learn formal 
tools for analyzing competition and cooperation in social 
interactions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HON 4500: Gods and Monsters 
Area Distribution for Honors IDS: AD04, AD10 4 cr 
Dr. Neal Keye, TR 2:00-3:40  p.m. 
This course explores the turn to religion, the supernatural, and 
youth concerns in American popular culture since the 1990s.  
Whether one takes a look at the hit TV series Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer and its spin-off Angel or enormously popular films such as 
The Matrix, Interview with the Vampire and the Twilight franchise, 
there has been a virtual explosion of angels, monsters, vampires, 
and aliens in American film, TV, and literature.  These supernatural 
beings haunt America's cultural landscape, offering the promise of 
perpetual youth.  While these cultural articulations of religion and 
the supernatural do not always focus on youth culture, many of 
them do, suggesting that modern ideas about youth have begun to 
merge with both utopian and dystopian narratives of our post-
human future.  Throughout the course, we will examine how the 
creation of monstrous "others" not only reflects society's fears 
about race, class, and gender but also shapes modern forms of 
knowledge, power, and history-making.  To do this, we will 
consider the brave new world of gods and monsters alongside 
cutting-edge scholarship in critical theory and cultural studies.  
Along the way we will also consider the possibility of viewing 
American history from the colonial era onward as a horror story. 


