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Honors Program Newsletter            Spring 2017 

Events during the past month in the Honors community have been especially encouraging, 
so I want to share two of them with you.   
 
Not all of you will know that the program underwent a review process, required by the 
College of all departments and programs every few years.  While we don’t yet have a 
response from the College’s Program Review Sub-Committee, we have had some 
preliminary feedback from the external consultant, Dr. Greg Lanier, who visited campus for 
two days in February.  Dr. Lanier is a faculty member and honors director at the University 
of West Florida, and he has served in numerous key administrative positions for the National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC), 
which is the largest national organization focused on honors education; he is currently a co-chair of the NCHC assessment and 
evaluation committee and a regular program reviewer.  During his campus visit, he met with Honors students, faculty, and staff; 
members of the administration; and department and program chairs whose work affects or is affected by the Honors Program.  He 
had an extremely full two-day itinerary!  What was most encouraging to me (and not unexpected) was his enthusiastic support for 
our work here and his identification of how much potential we have to grow and transform in even more exciting ways if we want 
to do so.  I look forward to sharing his recommendations with you in the months ahead. 
 
For those of you who participated in meetings during Dr. Lanier’s visit, thank you so much for your time and hospitality.  Whether 
you are a faculty member who attended that 8:00 a.m. meeting or a student who gave an hour at the end of the day on a Friday or 
a participant who met with him at another time, I am grateful for your willingness to be there and share your perspective.  I am 
especially grateful to Mary Lee, Coordinator of Honors, and Emily Popelka, student employee, for their extra work and patience 
throughout this process.   
 
While the program has sponsored some great events this spring—the Honors at the Zinema film screening of I Am Not Your Negro 
and the HSA’s game night, for example—I want to highlight the accomplishment of two Honors students by recognizing their 
participation in an upcoming event at the national level.  Congratulations to Maria Braun and Amanda Dornhecker for receiving 
the inaugural Honors Student Conference Travel Awards this spring.  Their abstracts were chosen by a faculty selection committee 
for this award, and, after submitting those abstracts to the National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR), they 
received invitations to present their work in Memphis in early April.  Please keep reading in this newsletter for more details about 
their scholarship and these awards.   
 

Also, keep reading for course descriptions of 2017-18 Honors Courses and an update on the work of the HSA by Vice President 
Kylie Richter.  
 

As always, you are welcomed to stop by my office on the fourth floor of Tower Hall with questions or just to chat.  Have a 
wonderful spring! 
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  Honors Student Association 
  Kylie Richter, Vice President 

 
This spring semester for the Honors Student Association is one that has excitement and 
promise for the future of the organization. As Vice President, I get the amazing opportunity to 
collaborate with Tayler Boelk, President of the club, and Dr. Stephanie Johnson on 
opportunities we can provide for Honors Students. This semester has more fun activities that 
include our trip to the Zinema, board game night, homework night, breakfast meetings, and 
our Webster Scholar dinner to get to know our fellow students and professors outside of the 
classroom. The focus of this semester is to bring in our younger students for a tight knit bond 
that begins when they enter the doors at Scholastica. I look forward to connecting with our 
members and planning more events for the Honors Student Association. Together as a club we 
can branch out and become a reputable source of friendship and guidance for students at CSS. 

For the first time, the Honors Program will send two students to the National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR) 
to present their scholarship.  Congratulations to Maria Braun and Amanda Dornhecker on winning the Honors Student 
Conference Travel Award, which funds their expenses to attend NCUR at the University of Memphis, April 5-8.   
 
Maria’s oral presentation is entitled “Manufactured Artistry: Kpop through Baudrillard,” and Amanda’s is entitled “Bridled 
Candor: Jean Baudrillard and the ‘Wild Horses of the West,’” both of which began as seminar papers for Dr. Tom Zelman’s 
Honors course on “Truth.”  After a Faculty Selection Committee chose their abstracts for the award from anonymous 
submissions, they were accepted by NCUR for participation in the annual conference, which attracts almost 4,000 
undergraduates and faculty advisors from around the country.  While at the conference, they will learn what other students 
are researching by attending poster and oral presentations, they will gain valuable experience in presenting their research to 
and fielding questions from a new audience, and they will have the chance to explore some of the vibrant city of Memphis.   

Congratulations to Maria and Amanda!   

Two Students Win Inaugural Honors Student Conference Travel Awards 

Sense and Sensibility at the Guthrie 

In October, the Honors Program sponsored a free 
matinee performance of Sense and Sensibility at the 
Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis for current students 
and faculty members.  Twenty-five of us had a great 
time seeing this adaptation of Jane Austen’s beloved 
novel.  Look for this annual event next year if you 
missed this year’s excursion!    
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Call for Nominations 
President and Vice-President 
Honors Student Association 

 
Nominations are now open for the positions of President and Vice-President of the Honors Student Association (HSA) 

to serve during the 2017-18 academic year. 
 

Nominations should be sent to Dr. Stephanie Johnson, Director of the Honors Program  
by April 3, 2017 (sjohnson2@css.edu).  Self-nominations are acceptable. 

You must be a sophomore or junior currently enrolled and active in the Honors Program to be considered.   
 

The officers provide leadership for the Honors Student Association.   
They set goals, plan and implement community-building events, and assist in promoting the program.   

They also represent honors students on the Honors Advisory Council. 
 

Get Involved! 

Honors Night at the Zinema 

Despite the snowy weather and the icy streets of Duluth, 
the Honors Program hosted a screening of Raoul Peck’s 
documentary I Am Not Your Negro, based on James 
Baldwin’s last project Remember This House, on February 
28 at the Zinema 2 Theatre.  A great turn-out of faculty, 
Honors students, and students from Dr. Jill Dupont’s 
African-American History class braved the elements for this 
free event.  After the film, Dr. Dupont, Associate Professor 
of History and Politics, facilitated student responses to the 
film and led a thought-provoking discussion on the lives of 
Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr.   

Upcoming Honors Events 
Webster Scholar Dinner: April 24,   5:30 p.m. Social and 6:00 p.m. Dinner, Heritage Dining Room. Dinner for Honors 
students and faculty to celebrate Webster Scholars. All Honors students and faculty are invited. Webster Scholars may 
invite their families.  Look for the invitation from Ms. Mary Lee! 

Upcoming Presentations 

Alworth Center for the Study of Peace & Justice Lecture Series:  Thursday, March 30,  7:30 p.m., Mitchell Auditorium, 
“The State of Native Nations” with Karen Diver. 
 
Francis X. Shea Lectures Series: Thursday, April 6, 7:00 p.m., Mitchell Auditorium, “Rumi: In Song and Word” with  
Dr. Coleman Barks, Poet. 
 
The Braegelman Program in Catholic Studies Lecture: Thursday, April 20, 7:30 p.m., Mitchell Auditorium, “Eyes Have 
Not Seen: The Catholic Imagination and Sacramental World” with Dr. Wendy Wright. 
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Faculty Accomplishments 

Dr. Anthony Barrett continues to serve on the state's Council of Economic Advisors.   National 
Public Radio ran a segment on the steel industry that used a few segments with him.  Channel 8 and 
other local media have used  him as a source and he has presented to the Rotary and the Chamber 
of Commerce.  

Dr. William Hodapp (English) and Mr. Todd White (Library) presented two workshops 
on material culture & printing last fall, one for the Medieval Association of Midwest 
Conference on October 7 and another on October 21 for the 10th anniversary of the 
School of Arts and Letters Colloquium at Scholastica, in conjunction with the 
Shakespeare First Folio Exhibit. The lectures and hands-on printing of Shakespeare 
sonnets by the audiences mirror the class they teach for the Honors Program, HON 
4650: The Book in the 15th Century. 

 

As a judge for the Minnesota Book Awards, Poetry Category, Dr. Patricia Hagen read 35 new books 
of poetry nominated for the 2017 award.  She and her fellow judges discussed, evaluated and 
selected 4 finalists.  

In November, Dr. Stephanie Johnson, Honors Program Director and Associate Professor of English, 
presented a paper entitled "Virginia Woolf and Mrs. Meynell's Wild Child" at the annual conference 
of the North American Victorian Studies Association in Phoenix.  As part of a panel on "Woolf's Late 
Victorians," the paper considered Woolf's complicated relationship with Victorian poet Alice 
Meynell and argued for a more significant literary influence than has been acknowledged. 

Dr. Ashley Dressel presented a talk on Francisco Suárez and moral necessity at the Medieval 
Association of the Midwest's 32nd Annual Conference in October, an event hosted this year at the 
College of St. Scholastica. She is also working presently with philosophers from the University of 
Minnesota, Winona State University, Macalester College, Carleton College, and Iowa State University 
to establish the Great Plains Early Modern Research Group, a regular early modern seminar series for 
the region. 

Dr. Hodapp also presented a paper at the Medieval Association of the Midwest conference in October entitled 
"Experimental Archaeology, Performance, and Pilgrimage: El Camino de Santiago in 2016," in which he reviewed his 34-day 
experience walking a medieval pilgrimage route from St-Jean-Pied-de-Port, France, to Compostella and Finisterre, Spain.  

Dr. Hodapp Mr. White 
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In 2016, Professor Ryan Vine's manuscript "To Keep Him Hidden" was a finalist for the New Issues 
Poetry Prize, the Crab Orchard Series, the MVP Prize from New Rivers Press, and—selected by 
Robert Pinsky—the Dorset Prize. Salmon Poetry plans to publish it in the spring of 2018. 

In November 2016 Dr. Randall Poole served as discussant on the panel, “Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, 
Nabokov: Aikhenvald and the Stakes of Criticism,” at the National Convention of the Association for 
Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, held in Washington, D.C. In December he was named a 
fellow of the Center for the Study of Law and Religion at Emory University. In March 2017 he 
presented a paper, “Conceptions of Humanity in Health Humanities,” at the International Health 
Humanities Consortium, Texas Medical Center, in Houston. On March 31 he will deliver a lecture, "The 
Meaning and Mystery of Being Human: Liberal Education in the Catholic Intellectual Tradition," as part 
of the SAL Faculty Colloquium series, Tower 4119 -- to which all Honors students are cordially invited. 

Communication Assistant Professor Ed Smith has been granted a sabbatical for spring semester, 
2018.  He will pursue a photography project on the Irish Landscape.  Smith first set foot in Ireland in 
1988, and the island nation has captivated him ever since.  The project will draw on photos taken 
over a 30 year period, and culminate in an exhibit in the fall of 2018 at CSS.  Smith has taught in the 
St. Scholastica Irish Studies Program five times, most recently in 2014. 

Student Accomplishments 

Stephanie Anderson is a Biology/Pre-Med senior. She is the president of Biology Club, treasurer of 
Circle K, member of Pre-Med Club, and participant in Concert Band and Flute Ensemble. In her spare 
time, she is on the Leadership Board and is a level II Special Olympics coach in bocce, bowling, and 
gymnastics. Stephanie is currently a music librarian and CNA. Once graduated, she will work as a scribe 
and pharmacy technician while applying for medical school. 

In November, Dr. Jennifer Maki presented her research poster "Adverse outcome pathway validation 
using CRISPR/Cas9 technology in fathead minnow," at the 37th Annual North American Meeting of the 
Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry in Orlando. The presentation included a detailed 
description of how CRISPR gene knockout technology works in general, how it is specifically applied in 
this project, and how a method of in vitro fertilization for fathead minnow embryos aids in the process 
by generating developmentally synced early embryos for use in generation of knockout organisms. She 
continues work on this project during her yearlong sabbatical at the Environmental Protection Agency 
in Duluth.  
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Ashley Kittelson is a junior double majoring in chemistry and biology with a minor in mathematics. 
She was recently accepted to an environmental chemistry summer research position at South 
Dakota State University in Brookings. She is excited to begin research on methods to measure ultra-
trace contaminants in drinking water. 

Student Accomplishments 

Sarah Holicky is currently a sophomore nursing major pursuing a minor in Spanish. Sarah was 
accepted into the nursing program and made the Dean’s List during fall semester 2016. Over 
spring break Sarah traveled to Cusco, Peru on a medical mission trip to help low income 
communities.  

Saphire Moser is a freshman in the Honors Program, and is enjoying her first year at St. 
Scholastica.  She is majoring in Exercise Physiology, with a Pre-Physical Therapy intent, and 
participates in St. Scholastica’s Concert Choir as a soprano.  She is currently spending her time 
studying, working as a Personal Care Assistant, and hanging out with friends.  In her free time, she 
enjoys attending the Newman Center near UMD campus through which she volunteers as a vocalist.     

Amanda Dornhecker is a junior majoring is Exercise Physiology and is Doctor of Physical Therapy 
intended.  She is an experienced equine therapy leader at North Country Ride, as well as a Special 
Olympics, Minnesota equestrian coach, and team representative.  On campus Amanda is a physics 
department teacher’s assistant, and honors student conference travel award recipient.  She will 
be presenting research at the National Conference of Undergraduate Research held in Memphis 
this spring. 

Maria Braun is exited to announce that she will be presenting “Manufactured Artistry: K-Pop 
through Baudrillard” in Memphis, Tennessee for the upcoming National Conference for 
Undergraduate Research. This is her first time attending and is very grateful to the Honors 
Department for awarding her with this opportunity. She also recently performed in the 2017 
Intercollegiate Honor Band during the annual MMEA conference in St. Paul, which included the 
world premiere of Temperance by Aaron Perrine. 

Tayler Boelk is thrilled to be graduating with her B.A. in English in May. This semester, she was 
accepted to the London Study Abroad Program, celebrated her two-year anniversary volunteering 
with Mentor Duluth, was selected as Mentor Duluth's "Match of the Month", and presented her 
original research at nationally recognized conferences. Tayler is looking forward to one more 
summer of swing dancing, rock climbing, and Pokemon hunting before she begins graduate school 
in the Fall. 
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Graduating from the Honors Program 
 
To be named a Webster Scholar at graduation and on the transcript, a student must complete the following 
requirements while at the College: 

 Honors 1111 and 1112 courses 

 Twenty (20) credits of Honors coursework, eight credits of which must be at the 3000- or 4000-level 

 A minimum grade of a "B" for all 20 Honors credits  

 A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.5 for all College coursework upon graduation. 
 

Transfer students are required to take an alternative course to Honors 1111 and 1112 and may be approved for a 
reduced credit requirement in Honors. 

 

Dr. Tom Zelman, Dr. Pat Hagen, Jordyn Kirk, James Hinrichs and Dr. Bob Hoffman 

Webster Scholar Dinner 
  

Each semester, Honors Program faculty, students, parents, and friends celebrate those who are 
graduating as Webster Scholars with a dinner and medallion presentation ceremony.  At fall 
Commencement Jordyn Kirk and James Hinrichs graduated as Webster Scholars  
  

 

Congratulations Jordyn and James! 
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HON 1101, Sect 001: Literature of Social Change, 
CRN 21354, 4 cr.  Cross-listed with PJS 2102 
IDS: AD01, AD02, AD04 
Veritas: VCLI, VCSS 
Dr. Thomas Morgan, TR 10:00-11:40 p.m. 
Seats: 10 HON; 5 PJS 
This course introduces students to a variety of perspectives and 
attitudes toward social change. Students read classic and 
contemporary works and hear from local activists who devote a 
significant amount of their time working for change. Students 
read several genres – fiction, autobiography, political 
philosophy, and propaganda. They are encouraged to adopt a 
critical and skeptical attitude toward what they read and hear. 
 
HON 1111, Sec. 001: The Responsible Self: Great Ideas,  
CRN 20216, 4 cr. 
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement,  
 Dr. Thomas Morgan, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
Utopia, Dystopia and Perfection 
This course will explore the idea of human perfectibility in 
utopian and dystopian literature. We will concentrate on the 
dystopian critics. Some of them have seen that human 
perfectibility is unfeasible or at least difficult in view of the "dark 
side of the human condition." Others have depicted, often 
brilliantly, the dangers of external, coercive approaches to 
human perfectibility. This course will help students approach 
great books (philosophy and fiction) and to think, speak and 
write critically about what they read and hear. 
 
HON 1111, Sec. 002: The Responsible Self: Great Ideas,  
CRN 20217, 4 cr. 
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement,  
Dr. Randall Poole, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
God or Not? New Debates on Religion and Secularism 
The past ten years or so have witnessed new, highly contentious 
debates over religion and secularism. On the one side is the so-
called “new atheism,” championed by a series of best-selling 
books such as Richard Dawkins’s The God Delusion. On the 
other side are new works in defense of religion, including Karen 
Armstrong’s The Case for God and Anthony Flew’s There is a 
God: How the World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed His 
Mind. Related to but distinct from the issue of the rationality of 
religious belief is the debate over secularism, separation of 
church and state, the place of religion in public life, and whether 
religion has contributed more to violence, war, and terrorism or 
to peace and justice. This course will explore these debates and 
their relation to human dignity. 

Honors Courses Fall 2017 

 HON 1111, Sec. 003: The Responsible Self: Great Ideas,  
CRN 20566, 4 cr. 
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement 
Professor Sarah Brokke Erickson, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 2243, Sec. 001: Women & Religion, CRN 21353, 
4 cr.  Cross-listed with TRS 2243 
IDS:  AD01, AD10 
Veritas: VCRS 
Dr. Denise Starkey, TR 2-3:40 p.m. 
Seats: 10 HON; 5 TRS 
This course emphasizes the work of contemporary women 
thinkers in several disciplines who are exploring 
various dimensions of the question of women’s presence, 
exclusion and contribution to religions of the world. Through 
historical and comparative study the course provides both a 
critical and a constructive understanding of the contributions 
that women make to religions, as well as the influence of 
religions on the situation of women in the world. We will focus 
particularly on the origins of gender norms, women’s lived 
experiences in indigenous religions, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, as well as critical issues 
including violence against women sanctioned implicitly or 
explicitly by religion, the impact of patriarchy on men, and other 
contemporary issues. The course is organized as a seminar; 
therefore discussion is key and depends upon the engagement 
and commitment of all learners to the course.  
 
HON 3777, Sect. 004: Infographics, CRN 20896, 4 cr. 
Cross-listed with ENG 3777 
 AD08 
Veritas: VIFA 
Dr. Pat Hagen, MWF 2:15-3:20 p.m. 
Seats: 8 Honors; 7 ENG 
Combining images with text dramatically increases how much 
your audience remembers of what you have communicated. 
Current research points out that we are likely to remember a 
mere 10% of text-only information after three days. When a 
relevant image is added, the rate goes up to 65%. So 
infographics are a valuable addition to your communication tool 
kit in any profession. 
 
In general terms, an infographic is a design that combines data 
visualizations, images, illustrations, and text into a format that 
tells a complete story. In class we’ll discuss general design 
principles, effective chart design, web designs vs print designs, 
and storytelling with data, but the primary emphasis will be on 
production. Individually and in pairs, students will create 
posters, data visualizations, and informative, persuasive, and 
entertaining infographics; class sessions will include lecture, 
discussion, critique and plenty of regular studio time. 
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HON 4777, Sec 001: Topics: Architecture of Horror, CRN 21355, 
4 cr. 
IDS:  AD04, WI  
Veritas: VILI 
Dr. Suzanne Yunis, TR 10:00-11:40 a.m. 
Seats: 15/15 
In this course we’ll read the gothic novel as a British critique of the 
Victorian home and the family relationships it engendered. We’ll 
explore how ghosts, secret passageways, trap doors, tombs, and 
vampires were vehicles that allowed both women and men safely 
to criticize the nearly sacred institution of the family. Finally, we’ll 
watch American popular culture take possession of the haunted 
house for its own theme:  the decaying American dream. (Writing 
Intensive) 

 
HON 4888: Thesis 
Days and times to be arranged, 0-4 cr. 
Individual research projects will result in a thesis. Students will 
work under the supervision of a faculty member. Approval of 
the supervising faculty member and the Honors Program 
Director are required.  
  
HON 4999: Independent Studies 
Days and times to be arranged, 0-4 cr. 
Students complete an independent study on a specific topic 
under the supervision of a faculty member, based on a student’s 
particular area of interest.  Approval of the supervising faculty 
member and the Honors Program Director are required.  
 
 
 
 
 
HON 1112, Sec. 001: And Dignity for All: Great Ideas, CRN 
60182, 4 cr. 
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement  
Dr. Thomas Morgan, TR 12:00-1:40p.m. 
 
HON 1112, Sec. 002: And Dignity for All:  Great Ideas, CRN 
60183, 4 cr. 
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement 
Dr. Randall Poole, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
HON 1112 Sec. 003: And Dignity for All: Great Ideas, CRN 
60533, 4 cr. 
Area Distribution for Honors: Fulfills DGN requirement 
Professor Ryan Vine, TR 12:00-1:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HON 1777, Sec. 001: Self and Society: Great Ideas, CRN 60983, 
4 cr. 
 AD04 
Veritas: VCLI 
Dr. Denise Starkey, W 4-7 p.m. 
Seats: 15 
This course serves as an introduction to the Honors Program 
and is open only to transfer students and delayed entry 
students.  This course will help students approach great books 
(philosophy and fiction) and to think, speak and write critically 
about what they read and hear. Students who have completed 
HON 1111 may not enroll.  Program director’s approval 
required. 
 
HON 2777, Sec. 001: The Politics of Science in the United 
States, CRN, 4 cr. 
AD06 
Veritas: VCNS 
Dr. Jennifer Maki, MWF 9:15-10:20 a.m.  
Seats: 15 
The complexity of science and its place in American culture will 
be explored. We will consider the role of science in decision 
making, politics, and environmental issues. Within this 
framework, we will also examine the industry of science and 
how it can be inclusive or exclusive of individuals, primarily with 
regard to race and/or gender. 

Honors Courses Spring 2018 
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HON 3777, Sec. 002:  Faith and Film, CRN 61185, 4 cr. Cross 
listed with TRS 3325 
AD10 
Veritas: ILRS 
Dr. William Campbell, T 2:15-5:15 p.m. 
Seats: 8 HON; 2 TRS 
Explores ways in which religion, faith, and art find expression in 
the cinema, exploring theological and cultural themes, symbols, 
motifs, and images in foreign and domestic films. The course 
seeks to explore the connection between faith and modern 
culture. The interdisciplinary nature of the study will highlight 
for students the complementary interaction of the faith with 
reason, seeking to engage students with the transformative 
realities of art. 
 
HON 4777, Sec 001: Poetry Movements, CRN 61182,  
4 cr.  Cross-listed with ENG 4777 
IDS: AD04, WI 
Veritas: VILI 
Prof. Ryan Vine, MWF 1:00-2:05 p.m. 
Seats: 8 HON; 7 ENG 
Students will study selected movements in poetry (both 
historical and contemporary) and write and workshop original 
poems in the context of each particular movement. We will 
begin with the Modernists and move forward from there, 
reading the Imagists, the Projectivists, the Beats, the 
Confessionalists, the Deep Imagists, the L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E 
poets and Flarfists, to name a few. Throughout the semester, 
we will ask this question again and again:  what makes a poem a 
poem? 
 
HON 4777, Sec. 002: World War I, CRN 61183, 4 cr. 
IDS: AD02, AD07 
Veritas: VISS, VIHI 
Dr. Anthony Barrett, MW 3:30-4:50 p.m. 
Seats: 15 
It is said by some that World War One ended the Age of 
Optimism and began the Modern Era.  It certainly triggered the 
fall of the Tsarist government in Russia, destroyed the Austrian-
Hungarian Empire and killed millions of young men who would 
have been the next generation of European leaders.  Some 
historians claim that World War Two was just a continuation of 
the first war, that the two wars were really one war with a 
twenty-year uneasy truce in the middle.  After World War One, 
no one had any illusions that war was glorious and grand.  
However, most people know little to nothing about the war.  
This course will fill in some gaps and hopefully inspire a desire to 
learn more. 
 

 
 

HON 4777, Sec 003: Truth, CRN 61188, 4 cr. 
IDS: AD04, AD09 
Veritas: VILI, VIPH 
 Dr. Thomas Zelman, MWF 2:15-3:20 p.m. 
Seats: 15 
Daily, we are challenged by strange and hard-to-believe pieces of 
information, all making truth-claims.  These truths (or “truths”) 
come to us as propaganda, disinformation, photo-shopped images, 
digital enhancements, bad translations, and on and on.  To live in 
the 21st century is to be wary.  
  
What is truth and where does it come from?  Do we pursue it?  
Discover it?  Construct it?  How is it tied in to language?  Are 
scientific truths and fictional truths essentially different from one 
another? Is the truth whatever I care to believe?  In this upper-level 
Honors Seminar, we will be reading texts--both scientific and 
literary--to explore issues of believability, illusion, authenticity, and 
deception.  Although our focus will be on fictional and scientific 
texts, we will make several side trips into other areas (photography, 
architecture, cinema, and philosophy).  The course materials --
readings, films, photographs -- will come from a variety of historical 
periods; the authors and artists will be an international mix. 
  
HON 4888: Thesis 
Days and times to be arranged, 0-4 cr. 
Individual research projects will result in a thesis. Students will 
work under the supervision of a faculty member. Approval of the 
supervising faculty member and the Honors Program Director are 
required.  
 
HON 4999: Independent Studies 
Days and times to be arranged, 0-4 cr. 
Students complete an independent study on a specific topic under 
the supervision of a faculty member, based on a student’s 
particular area of interest.  Approval of the supervising faculty 
member and the Honors Program Director are required. 


