


COMPASSION FOR OTHERS

COMMITMENT AND PURPOSE

TRANSFORMATIONAL WORK

A St. Scholastica  
Education

What makes a Saint?

“  Every day, I see hospitality living on campus. The teachers and staff 
treat you as an individual, not as just another student they have to 
pass along until graduation. People here care about your academic 
success — but also about you as a person.” 

   Mitchell Welters, Psychology, ‘17



A Lifesaving Idea 
Haley Stellmacher, Doctor of Nursing Practice, ‘15 

Minutes can mean the difference between life and death for 
stroke patients. And Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) graduate 
student Haley Stellmacher hopes a new stroke care initiative 
she is leading will mean faster treatment and more lives saved.

Haley lives in Ashland, Wisconsin, a small rural town with a 
disproportionately high incidence of strokes. It is a critical 

medical issue in her community — so she made 
it the focus of her DNP capstone project. 

Haley is digging deep into best practices for 
stroke evaluation and using that knowledge to 
educate her community on stroke prevention 
and how to quickly recognize stroke symptoms. 
And thanks to a rural telemedicine grant she 
helped write, Ashland’s Memorial Medical 
Center — where Haley works part-time — is 

ordering a “stroke cart” with equipment that will help physicians 
to assess patients faster and conduct live consultations with 
Duluth specialists 24/7. 

A calling to heal inspired Haley to pursue her degree—and now 
her work is healing communities.  

They are the nurses every 
patient wants — not just for 

their competence, but for their 
compassion and commitment  

to their community.

GO BEYOND
WHAT IS EXPECTED. A calling to heal inspired 

Haley to pursue her degree 
— and now her work is 

healing communities.



Values Without Borders 
Dan Sonday, M.S. Athletic Training, ‘12

Though Dan Sonday could not understand what she was 
saying, the girl’s eyes told him everything. Gratefulness, 
relief, joy. And much more.

As tears rolled down her face, she said, “Eres un regalo de Dios.” 

You’re a gift from God.

Dan was part of a recent medical mission trip to the Holy 
Family Surgery Center outside of Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 
He gave injections, fitted slings, splints and prosthetics, and 
worked 14-hour days to treat more than 250 patients and 
assist with nearly 50 surgeries. 

The girl was not receiving a complex, life-saving procedure. 
Dan was administering a simple knee injection and an ankle 
brace — something he does every day as an athletic trainer at 
Minnesota’s Summit Orthopedics.

“It was really gratifying to know that someone appreciated 
the care I gave to them that much,” he said. “It was worth it 
for just that one patient.”

The experience reinforced his desire to apply the values 
he learned at St. Scholastica to his work. “I look at patients 
differently after all this. The Benedictine values are special. 
That’s what I want the care I give to be based on. That’s how I 
want to practice medicine.”

They are professionals 
who measure success not 
just by what they do — but 
by what they do for those 

around them.

As tears 
rolled down 
her face, she 
said, “Eres 
un regalo de 
Dios.” You’re a 
gift from God.

MAKE EVERY COMMUNITY
stronger     healthier     more vibrant

NO MATTER WHAT THEY DO.



SAINTS LEAD MEANINGFUL LIVES.
SAINTS DO MEANINGFUL WORK.

SAINTS MAKE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE.

And it all begins at The College of St. Scholastica. 

Since 1912  
We have prepared students to make a 

meaningful difference in the communities where 
they live and work.  In our second century, we are 

prepared to do even more.   
“With every class I took at St. Scholastica, I found 

takeaways I could apply to leading the city. I am 
convinced that having this degree and experiencing this 

education will open new opportunities for me.” 

Duluth Mayor Don Ness,  
Master of Arts in Management

Our heritage of Catholic Benedictine  
values informs every aspect of the 
education we provide.

Our drive to push forward—to  
combine tradition and innovation —
shapes our community.

Our passion for making a difference 
today prepares our graduates to  
bring our values into the world.



MAKING A BIGGER DIF FERENCE TOMORROW 
REQUIRES BIGGER THINKING TODAY.

That is why we are launching a 
campaign for our second century.

At The College of St. Scholastica, our tradition of innovation 
means we do more than just reflect on what we have done.  
We seek opportunities to create brighter futures for our students, 
and in turn, every community they impact.

This requires a bold, forward-looking vision focused on the needs 
of our students and communities — and confident plans to make 
it a reality.

LOOKING AHEAD



1.

2.

3.

RENOVATIONS  
to reinvigorate our campus. 

NEW BUILDINGS AND PROGRAMS  
to bring our expertise in compassionate healthcare  

to more patients in more communities. 
 

ENDOWNMENT AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
to provide more opportunities for  

tomorrow’s Saints.  

 
This campaign touches every aspect 
of our education and prepares us for 
everything we want to accomplish.

Better Experiences

Living and Learning Environments for the Century Ahead

Today’s students learn differently than the students who walked our halls generations ago —
and they need spaces designed for their needs and for the century ahead. 

That means transforming our core campus buildings. As good stewards of Tower Hall, our 
most iconic building, we will update vital infrastructure while rethinking classroom design and 
technology to support interactive and group learning.

An on-campus residential community will remain at the heart of St. Scholastica, even 
as technologically based learning and distance programs become a bigger part of the  
College’s offerings. For that reason, we will revitalize 50-year-old Somers Hall, our largest 
residential building. It will become an ideal 21st century environment for creating a classic St. 
Scholastica experience.

Healthier Communities 

Compassionate Healthcare for Tomorrow’s Needs

As a leader in Catholic higher education for healthcare, we must stay in the vanguard of 
scholarship and offer it in first-rate facilities. Just as the healthcare landscape is rapidly changing, 
so is healthcare education – and we will continue to create the best practices of tomorrow.

Our plans call for a new graduate Health Sciences Campus to house our occupational therapy, 
physical therapy and social work departments. The buildings will include the equipment and labs 
it takes to provide the most effective healthcare education today — as well as a practicing clinic 
that provides hands-on experience for students and quality care for the communities around us.

In addition, we will launch a graduate-level physician assistant program. It will the first in the 
nation with a rural emphasis, helping meet a growing demand where services are often lacking.

Bigger Possibilities 

More Opportunities for Tomorrow’s Saints

Providing more opportunity for tomorrow’s Saints begins by expanding the number of annual 
and endowed scholarships available. And it depends on strengthening our overall endowment. 

Every year, our endowment generates reliable funding that enables us to plan for the future, 
invest in new ideas with greater confidence and security, and expand opportunities for 
tomorrow’s students — especially the opportunity to experience the education we offer. 

Endowment provides a reliable, self-sustaining source of income for student financial aid 
while freeing a greater percentage of our operating budget for programs and resources that 
provide even more opportunity.

A larger endowment is the biggest investment we can make in tomorrow’s Saints — and the 
best way to give more deserving students the opportunity to attend St. Scholastica.

IT IS TIME TO CREATE 
A SECOND CENTURY OF



Help create a 
second century 

of Saints.

PROGRAMS, REIMAGINED.

CAMPUS, REINVIGORATED.

STUDENTS, EMPOWERED.

Our purpose, 
renewed.

Your gift to this  
campaign means:

BUSINESS CARD
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