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CTA 2777 Irish Cinema, CRN 61346: Dr. Nathan Carroll 
Irish Cinema examines a wide range of classic and contemporary films set in Ireland and/or made by Irish 
filmmakers.  Once nearly non-existent, the Irish film industry since the 1970s has struggled to survive amid 
global competition.  Yet, in recent years the Irish film industry has experienced growth.  From Hollywood films 
set in Ireland to films made in Ireland from the Irish perspective this course examines both the content and style 
of these films.  Students will examine these films from both a cultural and artistic perspective looking at 
technique along with discussions of Irish identity, politics, and culture.  We will also tour locations where certain 
significant films were made. This course will meet the Fine Arts (VIII) Pathway.  
 
 
CTA 3777 The Films of Neil Jordan. CRN 61347: Dr. Nathan Carroll 
This course analyzes the artistic signature of one of Ireland’s most significant directors.  Neil Jordan has helped 
expose Ireland to a global audience by drawing attention to its people and cultural landscapes.  Jordan, an 
accomplished author of novels and short stories before he became a film director, also brings a literary sense of 
complex characterization and intricate narrative development into his films.  His style uses color play and often 
surreal dream logic to highlight themes like gothic horror and the role of irrationality in everyday life.  Jordan 
carefully invites us to try to understand and sympathize with monsters and more significantly -- the social politics 
of monstrosity.  He asks us to explore the repressed and irrational aspects of our humanity and to reconsider 
the value of others often unfairly excluded by a brutal and uncaring world. 

 
 
PSC 4777 Environmental Science, CRN 61348: Dr. Bret Johnson 
Environmental Science will provide an understanding of the current state of environmental issues with a focus 
on Europe and Ireland. The science behind the interactions among earth, air, water, and living environments, 
with some emphasis on ecological damage, toxicology, ecosystem interdependence and repair of environmental 
damage will be presented.  The principles of sustainability, encompassing development in the industrialized and 
developing nations, equitable and efficient use of resources, sustainable use of public property and sustainable 
economies in agriculture and manufacturing will be analyzed. This course is a Writing Intensive course with a 
focus on ethical reasoning and understanding. Students will write extensively on current environmental topics 
connecting them with the science and principles as well as develop questions that they will analyze throughout 
the semester. This course will meet the Writing Intensive (XI) Pathway.  
 
PSC 3777 Art and Science of Irish Illuminated Manuscripts, CRN 61349: Dr. Bret Johnson 
The Art and Science of Irish Illuminated Manuscripts will introduce students to the calligraphy and design as well 
as the creation of the ink and colors used in these ancient texts. The students will have the opportunity to learn 
about the texts and see them first-hand. This course has a hands-on component in that the students will also be 
able to learn how to write and draw in the Celtic method using ink and pigments they created in a lab 
environment. This course will meet the Natural Science (VI) Pathway.  

 


